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Ten” aſymlolum venire, undtum atque lautum « bal- 
nets, 

Otioſum ab animo ! cum ille et cura et ſumptu abſu- 
mitur 

Dum tibi fit, quod plageat ; ille ringitur, tu rideas; 

Prior bibas, prior decumbas ; dubia cena apponitur. 


— — — 


Hac, cum rationem ineas, quam ſint ſuavia, et quam 
cara ſint, 
Ea qui prebet, non tu hunc babeas plane preſentem 
Deum? k 
Trax. PfoRM. AQ: II. Sc. 2. 
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A Calculation upon the net Produce of Wit and Hu- 


mour, with ſome nautical Obſervations upon the 
Courſe of the Veſſel of Knowledge into the Port 
of Fortune.-—T he Author's Expectations clearly de- 
duced from the Number and Kind of his Readers 
ls unexpettidly interrupted by a great Critic, 
and the Hero bimPelf. 


HEN new Wit and Humour are vend- 

ed by the Yard, and ſecond-hand by the 

Pound, it would ſeem ſcarce worth a 
Chapman's While, not poſſeſſed of a weighty Stock, 
to engage in the Traffic: For if his Veſſel of Know- 
ledge does not contain ſome hundred or two of 
Tons, he probably will profit little by the Freight, 
as the flimſy Manufactures of Alligories, Similies, 
and Parodies produce but light Commodities, and 
Fabrication of Epiſodes, Fables, Dialogues, and Ca- 
be, are ſeldom worked up with ſuch Ma- 
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terials as will occaſionally ſerve for Ballaſt, in any 
Storm of Life or Whirlwind of Misfortunes. Yet 
with ſo ſmall a Venture as two neat Pocket Volumes, 
I have, Whittington like, put it on board the good 
Ship Fortune, Q. D. C. and hope to caſt Anchor in 
every Bookſeller's Shop of any Conſequence in the 
Kingdoms of England and Scotland, the Principality 
of Wales, and the Town of Berwick upon Tweed. 
To quit all Figure and Allegory, which I have 
acknowledged to be ſo unprofitable, and ſpeak 
to my Readers in a Manner I would willingly have 
them attend to me: If only every hundredth Per- 
ſon in England and Wales, not to mention my LV. 
zra-Tweediſh Cuſtomers, ſhould purchaſe one Copy 
of theſe my Works, I ſhould ſell, by Computation, 
at leaſt twelve thouſand, and making proper Al- 
Jowances for all the neceſſary Expences of uthering 
this valuable Performance to the Public, not for- 
geting the very Sheet of Paper I am now writ- 
Ing, I ſhould gain the net Sum of three thouſand, 
four hundred and ſeventy three Pounds nineteen 
Shillings and eleven Pence three Farthings, neither 
more nor leſs. Or, if theſe ExpeQtations may be 
thought too ſanguine, if only every Paraſite in Eng- 
land were to purchaſe this Work, excited by a 
Curioſity of ſeeing his own Picture drawn at full 
length, I might reaſonably expect three or four 
thouſand goed Cuſtomers, who having long lived 
upon the Fat of the Land, at other Mens Expence, 
might for once by an involuntary Generoſity, con- 
tribute towards the Aſſiſtance of a Bard, who never 
before laid the Public under any Contribution, and 
who has devoted fo much of his Time to their Ser- 
vice. 
Methinks, I already hear ſome Hyper-Critic cry, 
with an Air of Triumph—* Hey day! good Mr. 


« Author, what has all this to do with your Para- 
= „ ite? 


Ln 
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* fite? You might as well have wrote a Sermon, 
© or a Dying-ſpeech, and given it the Title you 
© have prefixed in your firſt Page here is the 
* ſame Genius with whom we are to be brought 
% acquainted—is not he ſhaved yet, or has he not 
* got a clean Shirt to appear in?” All in good 
Time, impatient Mr. Hyper-Critic, you will have 
enough of his Company preſently, with very little 
Invitation; and when once he has been introduced, 
you may be abundantly plagued with your Com- 
panion before you are able to get rid of him; for 
a regular-bred Paraſite, like certain regular bred 
Phyſicians, never takes any Hint but the broad 
one: So that you had better enjoy a little Repoſe 
before he arrives, that you may be the more able 
to ſupport his Impertinence during the Length of 
his Viſit, 

But mum, — I hear him at the Door; and he is 
ſo thorough-paced a Sycophant, that he will take 
no Refuſal, but gain Admittance, whether we are 
at home or no; engaged, or at Leiſure; diſpoſed 
to have Company, or be in private; chuſe to eat 
alone, or be devoured ; it is all the ſame to him 
Cullipee is the Word, and Glutteny muſt enſue, 
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Some Account of our Hero—his Anceſlry and Nativity 
and a critical Diſquiſition of the Stars upon the Oe- 
cafion.— His future Deſtiny prognoſticated. A cu- 
rious Argument for . Learning more curi- 
ouſly terminated. The Conviction it furniſhes to 
our Hero, who was an unobſerved Auditor. 


wW E RE our Hero to be brought upon the 
Stage, as indeed a Hero ſhould, we muſt 
beat the Drums, ſound the Trumpets, and, having 
clapped a Plumage of at leaſt a Yard high upon 
his Head, uſher him in with all the military pomp 
of a Czſar or an Alexander. But our Hero, though 
he is really a Hero, and what is more of this Hiſtory, 
requires no ſuch Pomp—no ſuch Parade—no ſuch 
Ceremony—He would rather chuſe to ſkulk in un- 
obſerved, and now and then partake of a Repaſt, 

without ſo much as being heard, or even ſeen. . 
That the Reader may be no longer kept in Suſ- 
penſe, the Subject of theſe Sheets is neither more 
nor leſs than the celebrated Doctor Swallow, ſo fa- 
mous in the Republics of Phyſic and Eating. It is 
well known to many, as indeed it neceſſarily muſt, 
as he has ſo often repeated it, that he drew his firſt 
Breath at Wrexbamin Denbighſhire, North Wales. 
His Father was an honeſt Parſon, and lived upon 
the Income of a ſmall Curacy, which enabled him 
however to drink Welh Ale, and eat fat Bacon, 
His Son Dick came into the World without any 
remarkable Circumſtance whatever attending his 
Birth. His Mother was afflited with the uſual 
Pains, and brought him forth at the uſual Time. 
Neither a Dove nor a black Raven perched upon 
the window at the critical Minute, nor was he aft- 
terwards 
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terwards fed with Honey by a Swarm of Bees in 
his Cradle. In a word, it would puzzle the deepeſt 
Caſuiſt, and greateſt Prognoſticator, to deduce from 
any remarkable Occurences attending his Nativity, 
whether Dick would be an honeſt Man or a Rogue, 
an Infidel or a Bigot, a Cuckold or a Cuckold-ma- 
ker, 

Thus bereft of any the lighteſt Phanomenon 
that might ſerve as a Clue to Dic#'s future Paſhons, 
Character, Diſpoſitions, or Attachments, he was 
likely to take his Chance in the uſual Commerce 
of the World, in Deſpite of all that the Aſtrolo- 
gers could do in his Favour ; for though they could 
diſcover with Hudibras, that 


& There's but the Twinkling of a Star 
6% Between a Man of Peace and War, 
« A hufling Lawyer and Pick pocket, 

& A great Philoſopher and Blockhead,” 


yet they were quite in the dark with reſpe& to 
Dick Swallow's Career, and for once could not 


Make the Infant-Stars confeſs, 
* Like Fools or Children, what they pleaſe.” 


So that we ſhall find ourſelves under the abſolute 
Neceſſity of following our Hero Step by Step in the 
Advances he makes towards Manhood and Paraſt- 
tiſm, without being able to anticipate any thing but 
the ſingle Character in our Title Page. 

As Dick was born a Gentleman, and his Father 
before him, who could irace his genealogy in a 
ſtraight line up to King Edgar, it was ſoon reſolved 
Dick ſhould follow nothing but a genteel Profeſ- 
ſion. The Reverend Mr. Swallow would fain have 
had that reverend Title been hereditary in his Fa- 


B 3 mily ; 
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mily; but prudently conſidering that all his In- 
tereſt at Court, notwithſtanding the pure Streams 
of royal Blood that flowed in his Veins, had never 
been able to procure him a Living of above Forty 
Pounds a Year, in all Likelihood his Son might 
not be able to create any more real Friends at St. 
Fames's than himſelf; that the Reverſion of the 
Curacy he could net bequeath him, and that perhaps 
he might be unable even to obtain ſo valuable a Liv- 
ing as he himſelf enjoyed: Add to this, that now: 
Mrs. Swell:w's Fruitfulneſs had demonſtrated itſelf, 
after Seven Years Marriage, he was not without 
Hopes of having a Second, or even a Third Son, 
who might either be a Lawyer or a Parſon (for he 
was reſolved to have confined all his Iſſue, had they 
been ever ſo numerous, to the Three learned Pro- 
feſſions); and therefore Phyſic to him appeared the 
molt eligible for Dick, eſpecially as his Wife's Bro- 
ther, who lived in the ſame Town in the Capacity 
of an Apothecary, had agreed to take his Firſt Child, 
if it ſhould be a Boy, Apprentice, without Fee or 
Reward. 

Thus then, without the Intervention of the Stars, 
we fee Dick deſtined to Pharmacy and the culling 
of Simples. He was placed at the beſt Writing- 
School in all //rexham ; where having attained the 
firſt Rudiments of Learning, his Father took him 
under his own Tuition to teach him Greek and La- 


tin, which he was reſolved Dick ſhould not be de- 


ficient in, Perhaps a more immediate Cauſe might 
be traced for taking our Hero from a public School 
than the great Attention paid to his Erudition. 
And this the Reader may ſurely be enabled to diſ- 
cover, when he reflects upon the Smallneſs of Mr. 
| Swallow's Income, and what Part of that he could 
reaſonably be ſuppoſed to allow for his Son's Edu- 

cation, 
Though we would willingly ſet off our Hero jn 
the 


r 
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the beſt Advantage, we cannot poſſibly aver that 
he made any rapid Progreſs in his claſſical Learning, 
nor did he give his Father all the Satisfaction he 
could have withed for upon this Head. On the 
contrary, Mr. Swallzw was more than once high- 
ly inclined to pronounce Dick (though his only 
Son and Heir, deſcended in a right line from King 
Edgar) a Blackhead. 

Mr. Evans, Dick's Uncle, would ſometimes ar- 
gue with his Brother-in-law upon the Superfluouf- 
neſs of what was generally underſtood by a claſſi- 
cal Education. He ſaid he did not perceive the Ne- 
ceſſity of Greek and Hebrew for a Mechanic or a 
Tradeſman ; or indeed for a Gentleman, unleſs he 
was intended for a Divine : That many uſeful Stu- 
dies were neglected to obtain a ſuperficial Know- 
ledge of the dead Languages, which were ſeldom 
brought into play, whilſt a proper Acquaintance 
with Hiſtory, Geography, Phyſics, and Aſtronomy, 
was looked upon as an unneceſſary Acquiſition, To 
this Mr. Swallow anſwet'd, he could never agree 
with his Brother upon that Subject; for that it was 
abſolutely neceſſary for every Gentleman, and more 
particularly every one intended for the genteel Pro- 
feſſions, to have a proper Knowledge of Greek and 
Latin; ſo far at leaſt as to read and underſtand 
them: And that as he never intended his Son ſhould 
be a Mechanic, and as he hoped the learned Voca- 
tion of Phyſic would reſcue Pharmacy from being 
a Trade, his mechanical Argument no way affected 
him; ſo that he ſtill ſtood in need of all the Greet 
and Latin he could poſſibly retain. To this he 
tagged this concluſive Interrogation, ** With what 
* a Grace can a DoQtor take his Fee, after having 
* wrote his Recipe in Latin, when he can repeat 
„ with Hippocrates, 
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“ Sir (replied Mr. Evans) I never read a Word 
% of Hippocrates; and yet I think myſelf as food 
* an Apothecary as any in North Wales: Nd 
though] cannot read Virgil or Horace with any 
«* ſort of Reliſh, I think I underſtand Gallipot La- 
tin as well as any of the Trade; and never made 
* a Miſtake in a Compoſition, ever ſince the firſt 
* Day of my Apprenticeſhip. And I warrant you 
«© will make him as good an Apothecary as myſelt, 
« without knowing a Syllable either of Greek or 
„ Latin.” 

Mr. Swallow had not an immediate Opportunity 
of anſwering his Brother-in-law, being at this cri- 
tical Juncture (when he had prepared no leſs than 
Ten Strings of Quotations, which he had formed 
into an extempore Sy/logiſm) ſummoned to Dinner, 
the Fumes of the Barley-Broth diſſipated every 


Shred of Learning, and left no other Subject of 


Inveſtigation or Diſſection than a Neck of Mutton 
and Turnips, which, in Deſpite of Mr. Swallow's 
great Attachment to the dead Languages, had the 
Rhetoric at preſent to attract all his Attention. He 
nevertheleſs entertained a very ſhallow Opinion of 
his Brother's Underſtanding and Parts, eſpecially as 
it was very plainly deducible from his Reaſoning 
that he intended Dick ſhould be all his Life-time 
confined to the Counter; and whereas his Father 
had a much nobler Plan of Learning and Occu- 
pation for him, He was not without Hopes of ob- 
taining for his Son a Diploma, though he might 
ſerve an Apprenticeſhip to his Uncle, to gain a 
Knowledge of the preparative Practice of Phyſic; 
but it was the extenſive Theory, and his Depth of 
Knowledge in the learned Languages, that he built 
upon in his future Career. 

Dick, who had liſtened to the Converſation which 


paſſed between his Father and Uncle was thorough- 
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ly convinced of the ReQtitude of Mr. Evans's Rea- 
ſoning, and was firmly reſolved from that Moment 
to look upon Homer and Virgil (whom he. had al- 
ways hated from his Heart) as his greateſt Enemies, 
and though dead, both in Law and Equity, he de- 
clared open War againſt them and all their Adhe- 


rents. 


Ca: AP. HL 


A great Piece of Condeſcenſion to the Learned. The 
invaluable Addition the Importance of this Wark' 
receives therefrom. A Blank is proved an inſtima- 


ble Prize, 
RAY, Mr. Critic, what do you think of our He- 


ro now?—l ſuppoſe you are aſhamed to keep 
Corapany with ſuch an illiterate Fellow as Dick 
Swalinw ;—you expected to have found him before 
this Time dealing out Greet Heroics by the Vo- 
lume, and Hebrew Roots by the Handful, juſt as he 
might Simples :—But it Greek and Hebrew have 
with you ſuch irreſiſtabſe Charms to recommend a 
Man, I ſhall not let Dic“ be deſpiſed upon this 
Score, — more eſpecially as any derogatory Opinion 
precipitately formed of him, might prove highly de- 
trimental to him in his future Connexions and Ac- 
quaintance, ſome of whom may not only be Per- 
ſons of high Rank and Quality, and of courſe great 
Merit and extenſive Erudition, but profound Book- 
worms, and even walking Lexicons ; ſo that rather 
than any Slur ſhould be caſt upon him for his Ig- 
norance of the dead Languages, I will give him 
Credit myſelf for a whole Chapter of Quota-- 
tions from Heſiad, Homer, Sappho, Pliny, Horace, 
Virgil, and the reſt of the Claſſics. After all, you 


had better not provoke him (or me, it is juſt the 
B 5 ſame) | 
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ſame) to ſo much Pedantry in any one Chapter, 
which, though it may prove great Erudition, and 
of courſe afford high Entertainment to you and all 
ſuch profound Critics, may perhaps be extremely 
ſurfeiting and nauſeating to the Majority of my 
Readers, who may imagine, if they had wanted (o. 
much good Reading, they would have had Recourſe 
to the Fountain Head, and read thoſe antient Wri- 
ters in the Originals, or at leaſt in their Tranſla- 
tions. 

However, as I would endeavour to pleaſe all my 
Readers, from Pedants down to Ignoramus's, and 
as the firſt cannot poſſibly be ſatisfied with ſo little 
claſſical Learning as they have already found here, 
ſo it will be neceſlary to indulge them with a Space 
ſufficient for ſuch Quotations, as may ſuit their 
Taſte though not their Genius; and as the Value 
of this Work muſt certainly be enhanced by its be- 
ing partly in Manuſcript, it is deſired of the learned 
Readers to ſupply the Remainder of this Chapter 
with the moſt valuable Notes, Obſervations, Com-. 
mentaries, various Readings, &c. Sc. Cc. as they. 


ſhall find ſuitable, inſtrudtive, and ornamental. 
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And now, that the Reader is made a Party con- 
cerned in this Performance, and that he 1s become 
a joint Writer with myſelf, he will doubtleſs hold 
this Work of more Value upon his own if not upon 
my Account. And having therefore already fixed 
the Value and Importance of the Production, I 
ſhall conſider myſelf under no farther Reſtraint in 
the Proſecution of it, but give a full Swing to my 
Fancy, Genius, Invention, Wit, Humour, Senſe, 
Learning, and Erudition, which exceeding all 
Bounds, muſt of courſe furpaſs all Expectation. 


CHAP, IV. 


The Diſguſt Dick takes at his Situation, — His De. 
ſign to ſee the Capital. — His Father will give ng 
ear to bis Solicitations — A Portrait of Dick's 
Miſtreſs, and ſome Account of his Intrigue, —The 
Progreſs he makes in bis Amour. — A Diſcovery 
very diſagreeable in its Conſequences to Richard, 
which precipitates his Journey to London, —The 
various Agitations of bis Mind. in this Dilemma. 


D I CK had not been long bound Apprentice to 
his Uncle, before he began to entertain a very 
deſpicable Opinion, as well of his Maſter, as of his 
Profeſſion; and though he had not made any great 
Progreſs in the Claſſics, he had acquired ſufficient 
Knowledge of them to render him vain of his own 
Abilities, and make him deſpiſe thoſe of his Uncle. 
Urged by theſe Motives he preſſed his Father very 
hard to ſend him to Landen, where he might en- 
large his Ideas and extend his Knowledge: But his 
Father would liſten to no ſuch Propoſals, repreſent- 
ing the Injuſtice he ſhould be guilty of towards his 
Uncle, if he were to wreſt him out of his Hands 


Juſt when he was beginning to be ſerviceable in his 


Profe ſſion, 
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Profeſſion, more eſpecially as he had taken him 
without Fee or Reward, and had cloathed and 
maintained him for near two Years. 

Dick no way reliſhed this Manner of arguing, as 
he had the Vanity to imagine he had been of more 
Service to Mr. Evans than any Expence he could 
poſſibly have put him to could balance; nay, he 
urged, that he had more than once prevented his 
expoſing himſelf by writing bad Engliſh, and had 
even corrected the falſe Orthography in his Labels 
and upon his Gallipots, | 

Our Hero would certainly have fulfilled his In- 
tent of making a Journey to the Capital, if he 
could any way have contrived to raiſe the neceſſary 
Finances, but he was always ſo much ſtraitened in 
this Reſpect, that he never had an Opportunity of 
accumulating above a Guinea with all his Oecono- 
my and Frugality. An Accident which ſome-time 
after happened in Mr. Evans's Family expedited the 
Execution of Dic#'s Scheme, which now became 
particularly eligible, when the Extent of Dick's 
Caſh was fo little ſuited to the Journey, that it did 
not exceed a King William's Crown piece, a Queen 
Anne's Shilling, and three Silver Three-pences. 
lt may not be unneceſſary to premiſe that Mr. 
Evans kept a Maid ; that is, a Maid-ſervant, who 
was plump, ſanguine, "vigorous, and carroty ; 
moreover her Name was Kate. It ſo fell out that 
Kate had not been many Months in Mr. Evans's 
Service before ſhe increaſed in Bulk, became drow-. 
ſy, and, in a Word, ſtupid. Finding a Change in 
her natural Habit, and living with one of the Fa- 
eulty, ſhe had no Occaſion to go far for Advice. 
The Reader may perhaps ſurmiſe that ſne was with 
Child; — Dict had ſome Suſpicions of it himſelf at 

firſt, but he ſoe2 shanged his Opinion, when ſhe 
Uni; | | applied. 
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applied to him for Advice, and he pronounced her 
Diſorder to be a Plethora, 

This was Greek to Kate, yet ſhe was ſatisfied. 
Dick was right, and as it was a Plethora, it was 
therefore neceſſary ſhe ſhould loſe a little Blood, 
and as ſhe entertained no Doubt of his Skill in 
Phlebotomy, whoſe Aſſiſtance could ſhe call in 
more ſpeedily or more cheap than Dick's ?—In a 
word he bled her more than once, which reſtored 
her to her uſual Vivacity, Chearfulneſs, and for- 
mer good Habit of Body, 

From this Time a ſtricter Intimacy took place 
between Dick and Kate : Dick would read Story- 
Books, and even Plays to her, and fo well ſuited. 
his Paſſages to his Paſſion, that it was not long be- 
fore Kate was prevailed upon to believe, as all the 
great Folks ſhe had read—(no, heard read) of had 
been prevailed upon, there could be no great Harm 
in her condeſcending to let Dick be the happieft Crea- 
ture in the World, as he called it. 

This Intrigue continued for ſome Time, with- 
out any one in the Family having the leaſt Suſpi- 
cion of the Connexion, when unluckily, as Fortune 
would have it, Kate's Apron-ſtring became too ſhort 
and though it was a Pletbora before, it was certainly 
a Pregnancy now. Mrs. Evans, who was a very 
induſtrious Woman, particularly with regard 'to- 
her Maids, and who had ever given a very ſtrict 
Eye to the Chaſtity of her Houſe, and to that End 
always locked Dic4 in, after pinning his Curtains, 
was greatly ſurprized and aſtoniſhed at the Diſco- 
very. She took Kate to taſk, with a full Reſolu- 
tion to make her acknowledge the whole: but Kate 
obſtinately denied every Tittle of the Accuſation, 
and with much Effrontery and Reſolution, under- 
went a thorough Inſpection of her Maſter Mr. 


Evans, who, having properly wiped his * 
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and fixed them upon a very elevated Noſe, which 
had been no ſmall Advocate formerly with Mrs. 
Evans, entered into a moſt critical and elaborate 
Examination, after which he pronounced, with 
ſome Emphaſis, that ſbe either might or might not 
be with Child; that it either might be the Dropſy, or 
it might not, Mrs. Evans was very far from being 
ſatisfied with this Determination, though ſhe own- 
ed it a great deal ſtaggered her, as "ſhe had pinned 
Dick's Curtains every Night fince Kate had been in 
the Houſe, and that ſhe never went a Holiday-mak- 
ing, and never ſtaid on an Errand. Mrs. Evans was 
however reſolved to know the Bottom of it, and 
ſhe now took Dick to taſk, who as reſolutely denied 
every Accuſation, as Kate had done before; prov- 
ed the Curtains-were never unpinned in-a Morning, 
and that it was impoſſible he could get out of his 
Room till ſhe unlocked the Door. This was Rea- 
ſon, this was almoſt Conviction to Mrs. Evans; 

though ſhe might have ſome ſhrewd Suſpicions of. 
the Fallacy of Dick's Argument, had ſhe refleted 
that there was no greater Difficulty to get out of- 
Bed at Night than there was in the Morning, though 
the Curtains remained pinned; and that, though 
ſhe locked the Door on the Outſide, it was eaſily. 
opened by an Haſp at the. Inſide. 

But theſe Conſiderations never occurred to Mrs. 
Evans, and the Impracticability of Kate's being ren- 
dered pregnant without her Privacy, baffled even 
theſe Teſtimonies. As to Mr. Evans, the Inſpec- 
tion Kate had undergone had ſo fully convinced him 
of her Exemption from Guilt, that he was eaſily 

vailed upon to conſider her Conduct, however 
rotuberant her Belly might be, as no way crimi- 
nal; fo that ſhe had fairly foiled her Accuſers, and 
her Miſtreſs was ready to pronounce her innocent, 
by 
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by aſſigning a Cauſe for theſe common Diſorders 
in young Women. 

But her Belly became every Day a ſtronger Evi- 
dence againſt her; and when her Miſtreſs conſider- 
ed Kate as immaculate, the Neighbours began to 
cry out Shame, upon countenancing ſo ſcandalous a 
Maid. Wrexham echoed with Kate's Shame. 

Till Offa's Dyke re-bellow'd with the Din. Mrs. 
Evans was forced into a Diſbelief of her Virtue, 
when ſhe began to entertain the moſt favourable 
Opinion of it. 

It was this Circumſtance, thus publickly propa- 
gated in the Streets of Mrexbam, which could not 
fail founding upon the tabor of Drc4's Ear, that 
made him precipitate his Journey to the Capital. 
All the Terrors of a Priſon preſented themſelves 
before him. He ſaw nothing but Hemp and Dun- 
geons, the Opprobrium of his Relations, the Ty- 
ranny of the Magiſtrates, the Perfidy of his MiF- 
treſs, the Yelling of the Bantling, all, all prompt- 
ed him to haſten his Journey for London. But 
what was he to do for a Support ? Begging his Way 
up to Town did not appear to him the moſt eli- 
gible ; he more than once ruminated upon taking a 
Purſe upon the Road; but, beſides his being en- 
tirely unprovided with Arms, he was alſo deficient 
in Reſolution ; and all-paraſitically inclined as he 
was, he inherited Virtue enough trom his Anceſtors. 
to reſiſt ſuch a Temptation. 


CHAP. 
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Dick's Expedient for putting his travelling Projet? 
into Execution, Sets out without being ſuſpected. 
His Reveries upon bis Fourney—arrives at a Vil- 
lage. The Cauſe of invading the Territory of his 
Finances. A cogent Reaſon for purſuing a direct 
oppoſite Mrthad to the common Run of Travellers, 
Some Deſcription of the Inn, the Haſftler, the Land- 
lord, and the Reception be meets with. His Land- 
lord's Apprebenſions of an approaching Famine— 
diverted by the Goodneſs of hs own Ale. A Spe- 
cimen of his Hoſts Wit and Humour, which cur 
Hero no way reliſhes, Dick retires to Reft—is 
ideally aſſaulted by his Landlord. The Maid inter- 
feres, and its Event. 


ATE's Venter every Day became more pro- 
minent, and the Urgency of Dick's Expedi- 
tion conſequently the more enforced itſelf. In a 
Word, according to her Reckoning, as well as that 
of our Hero, ſhe was now within a Month of her 
Time, ſo that leſt ſhe might drop to Pieces a Week 
or two prompt Reckoning, he reſolved to tarry no 
longer in /Yrexham, but ſet off for London, even 
though his Capital was till in ſuch an unpromiſing 
State. To this End he packed up his beſt Suit of 
Cloaths, with as many clean Shirts as he could muſ- 
ter, in an old Portmanteau belonging to his Uncle, 
and waited for nothing nov but an Opportunity of 
procuring himſelf his Father's old Dapper Mare, 
which he fora long Time had his Eye upon, as the 
was his only Hopes of Conveyance. 

This Opportunity preſented itſelf two Days after, 
which was on the Sunday, whilſt his Father and 
Uncle with their Families were at Church, when 

5-1 
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he ſaddled the grey Mare, and, having conveyed 
her about a Mile from Town, where he faſtened 
her toa Tree in a By-lane, he ſoon after carried his 
Portmanteau in a hand Baſket without being ſuſ- 
pected, as Kate was equally impoſed upon, with the 
reſt who obſerved him, by this Device, imagining 
that the hand Baſket contained nothing but Medi- 
cines. He no ſooner reached the Spot where old 
Beſs was faſtened than he took out his Portmanteau, 
and throwing afide the Baſket, faſtened it with a 
Cord upon his Rozinante, and mounting his Steed 
ſet forth upon a handſome Trot towards the Capital. 
Dick had not got many Miles from Wrexbam, 
which was however farther than he had ever before 
emigrated, when his Mare ſlackened her Pace, and 
with her Speed the Expediency and Propriety of his 
Journey began now to appear in a very different 
point of View to what it had a few Hours before. 
The Raillery of the Town's Folks, the Enmity of 
his Relations, and even the Terrors of a Jail, were 
now greatly ſoftened in their Aſperity, and Dick 
ruminated upon the Folly of ſuch a Journey as he 
had undertaken, without a Friend to apply to, un- 
recommended, ard incapable of two Days Support, 
Beſides, he conſidered, not without ſome Reaſon, 
that the Step he had taken incurred him, with 
much greater Propriety, the Diſcountenance, Re- 
proach, and Opprobrium of his Relations, than any 
natural Slip he had made upon the Turf of Venus. 
Thus ruminating upon the Folly and Ridiculouſ- 
neſs of his Expedition, he unthinkingly approached 
Middlechurch, a ſmall Town about Twenty Miles 
diſtant from Wrexbam. Fatigued not only with the 
Length of Travelling to ſo juvenile a Horſeman, 
but by the Want of Nutriment, and above all the 
mortiſying Reflections which forced themſelves 
upon him, Dick found it impraQticable to journey 
any 
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any farther that Night: So that a keen Appetite, 


and a very fore Breech, were ſufficient Arguments 

with him to make the firſt Incroachment upon the 

Territory of his Finances. Dick, unaccuſtomed to 

Peregrination, did not follow the common Method 

of Enquiry upon arriving in a Town or Village; 

that is, for the 5% Inn in it; which indeed moſt 

frequently turns out the wor/?, for two evident Rea- 

ſons; Firſt, becauſe it is the uſual Receptacle of 

Strangers, whom the Hoſt imagines he has an ex- 

cluſive Privilege to fleece at Will; and Secondly, 

| that as Strangers they are not qualified to think Ml 

| whether they are well or ill treated, even according 

| tothe Exorbitancy. Now Dick took the direct op- 

poſite Method ; and conſulting only his real Friend, 

though a very ſmall one, that was his Caſh, who 

' informed him, the very wor/t Inn would more im- 

1 mediately ſuit with his Finances; he accordingly 

1 made the ſtricteſt Search for, and was at length 

! ſhewn it (after much Purſuit) by one who bore the 
Maſter of it a particular Enmity, and imagined by 

| giving it that CharaQter, inſtead of recommending 
him a Cuſtomer, he precluded him of one : But in 

| this his Malice had a very contrary Effect, for Dick 

[| took his Character au pi# de la lettre, and repaired 

| 


ſtraight forward to it. The Sign at firſt ſtaggered 
Dick, as it conveyed to him the Idea of a much 
better Inn than he had the Deſign of ſojourning at; 
but eſpying ſome of the upper Caſements had not 
|| their full Complement of Panes, he was in Hopes 
1 the inward Appurtenances might reſemble them, 
| and in this he was not miſtaken, for he had no ſoon- 
eralighted at the Door, than a Wench, whoſe Rags 
would ſcarce cover her Nakedneſs, and who ſerved 
in the triple Capacity of Cook, Chamberlain, and 
Hoſtler, took bis Horſe by the Bridle, and conduct- 
ing him through the Paſſage, put him in a Place _ 

| e 
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ſhe called a Stable, but which upon Enquiry was 
found to be the Pantry. He was uſhered into the 
Kitchen, where the Landlord was ſitting before the 
Fire, occupying two Chairs, one being employed 
for the Support of his lame Leg, which he thought 
a ſufficient Apology for preventing any one coming 
to the Fire on that Side. However, Dick found 
Place enough for {queezing in a Chair oppoſite to 
him, and began early to aſk what there was to eat 
in the Houſe; he was anſwered, in the genuine Bo- 
niface ſtile, every Thing; but, upon farther Enquiry, 
he found every Thing was comprized in a Remnant 
of a Hock of Bacon which had been dreſſed for Din- 
ner, and which our Hero paid his Compliments to 
as ſoon as he could get at it. 

Though Dick's irreſiſtable Appetite had hurried 
him into this Extravagance (as he at preſent conſi- 
dered it) having a conſtant Regard to the State of 
his Pocket, he eat not without ſome intermitting 
Compunctions in the Heat of his R-gale. The 
Landlord, who had kept a conſtant Eye upon Dick 
ever ſince he had taken the tenth Slice, had forgot 
the Pain in his Leg for a full Quarter of an Hour, 
and had even broke off in the Middle of his favonrite 
hunting Story, juſt at the very important Criſis of 
leaping a ſix-bar Gate, in ſome meaſure ſtopt the 
rapid Progreſs of Dick's Knife and Fork in the com- 
pleat Diſſection of the Hock of Bacon, by fixing 
his Eyes fo ſtedfaſtly upon him as to remind him of 
the great Devaſtation he was making in the Fami- 
ly Diſh, which our Hero did not know was to have 
been the great Foundation of eating for the whole 
Week. The Hoſtler (that is the Cook) brought 
the Cheeſe, much againit her Maſter's Inclination, 
who entertained not the leaſt Doubt that Dich 
would ſhew as much Dexterity as a Sculptor upon 
this Subject, as he had before as an Anatomiſt u--n 


the 


ſciouſneſs of his not having a great deal, excited him 
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the Limb of the unfortunate Animal juſt removed 

from before him, or that this would be a Sequel to 

his Concert of eating, and would require nothing 

_— Marrowbones and Cleavers to complete the 
rio. 

Though the Hoſt could not refrain aſking the 
Wench in an angry Tone, if the Gentleman had 
called for the Cheeſe ? Dick was not thereby diſ- 
countenanced from paying it a due Regard; and 
had he not ordered a ſecond Mug of Ale and drank 
the Landlord's Health, who was very ready to 
pledge him, he certainly would have ariſen, lame as 
he was, to have made a general Remove. Dick 
perceived the Landlord's Agitation of Spirit, which 
he at firſt attributed to the Pain he might be under 
with his Leg ; but his Eyes being conſtantly fixed 
upon him or the Table, and never making a grea- 
ter Excurſion than from him to the Cheeſe, and 
the Cheeſe to his Mouth, he concluded the Land- 
lord imagined he had no Money in his Pocket ; and 
though this was not abſolutely the Caſe, a Con- 


to ſhew what he had, and he therefore aſked the 
Landlord, whilſt he was ſtill piddling with the 
Cheeſe, what he had to pay for eating? To this 
the Hoſt very pertinaciouſly replied, be could not 
tell bim till he had done. Dick took the Hint, and 
drew his Chair to the Fire, when the Landlord re- 
ſumed his wonted Communicativeneſs, leaped the 
ſix-bar Gate in an Inſtant, and, though he had met 
with ſo great an Interruption by Dick's long and 
affecting Repaſt, was in at the Death. 
The Landlord having finiſhed his Story preciſely 
at the ſame Time as he did the Mug of Ale, he 
told Dick he had an excellent Joke to tell him about 
the Parſon, but that it would loſe much of its Merit 
if the Mug was not repleniſhed, our Hero, greatly 
againſt 
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againſt his Will, called for another Recruit : * And 
% now, Sir, ſaid he, I'll tell you how he ſerved 
e Squire Smack the Day before Yeſterday—the 
% Doctor would fain have had the Squire treat him, 
& but being tired of doing it ſo often, the Doctor 
„ agreed to toſs up for a Mug of Ale, and (won- 
© derful to think of) loſt and paid for it: - But mind 
© here comes the Joke, the Ale was no ſooner 
brought, than taking it in this Manner, he faid 
&© to the Squire, Here's to you, —and, ha! 
© ha! ha !—-left juſt as much for the Squire as I 
e have done for you.” 

This was a Piece of Wit Dick was netther pre- 
pared for, nor could much reliſh, eſpecially as he 
found a Replenition was to be the Price of the 
Joke. However, he ſubmitted to the Tyranny of 
Humour, and ſuffered his Landiord to call with a 
jocular Sneer for another Pot of Ale. 

Though Dick from the various Agitations of his 
Mind, and the uncommon Fatigue he had under- 
gone, was much inclined to retire early to Reſt, 
he was nevertheleſs prevailed upon, by the uninter- 
rupted Loquacity of his Landlord, to fit up two full 
Hours longer than he choſe, during which Time 
he was entertained with the private Hiſtory of the 
whole Neighbourhood ; upon which, however, his 
Hoſt prudently took care to caution him to Secrely. 

Though Dick at length obtained his Diſmiſſion 
from the Kitchen, and was ſhewn to his Apartment, 
which was very far from being elegant, either in 
reſpect to itſelf or the Furniture, yet it was ſome 
Hours before he could reſign himſelf up to Sleep. 
He could not refrain ruminating upon his melan— 
choly Situation ; that he had already expended near 
Halt-a-Crown of his ſmall Stipend, beſides what 
his Horſe might have devoured, without having yet 
gotten more than twenty Miles from Hrexbam. 


In 
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In this diſtracted State, he was revolving in his 
Mind upon the moſt eligible Step he could take, 


and whether it were better to purſue his Journey 


under theſe diſadvantageous Circumſtances, or to 
return back to his Maſter, and endeavour at a Re- 
conciliation. Juſt as he was taking the ſeventeenth 
Turn from his right to his left Side, without hav- 
ing yet come to any Concluſion, or indeed being 
likely to come to any, his Landlord's Leg came 
plump againſt the Pineal Gland, and ſtruck it with 
ſuch Violence, that he cried, with uncommon Vo- 
ciferouſneſs, I have it, which awakened the 
Maid who lay in the next Room, and who being 
unaccuſtomed to ſuch Midnight Outcries, came 
running in to know if any Accident had happened 
to our Hero. He was at firſt unguarded enough to 
be ready to inform her how her Maſter had ſerved 
him, but recollecting himſelf that he might turn 
the Aſſault to more Advantage, by keeping it a Se- 
cret (though he had no Intentions of putting the Al- 
ſailant in the Crown) he diverted her Curioſity, by 
informing her, “ he was addicted to talk in his 
& Sleep, and that ſhe muſt not be ſurprized at any 
% ſuch Declamations for the future,” This Infor- 
mation ſatisfied her, and ſhe retired. 


CHAP. 
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An 
The affair which concluded the Iaſi Chapter made up 


without the Intervention of the Lawyers— An 
Eclairciſſement of this 1 1 Incident by à pro- 
found Secret in Dick's Poſſeſſion ; is however pre- 
vented communicating it to Advantage for the pre- 
ſent — His Church-yard N N and the In- 
vitation he receives from the Parſon. The Con ſo- 
lation be receives from his Hoſt —pays the Viſit 10 
the Ecclefraflic—the Mortification he meets with, 
and the Abruptneſs of his Departure. 


HIS accidental Aſſault, which the uninform- 

ed Reader may be apt to conclude was per- 
formed by the Hoſt in an AQt of Inebriety, or whiliE 
he was walking in his Sleep (though by-the-by he 
was ſo lame he could not walk at all) was no way 
diſagreeable to Richard, who, though a Hero, re- 
ceived this ſame ſicting with much Complacency 
and no ſmall Satisfaction. To talk no longer in 
Parables, when Dick was upon the very Brink of 
Deſpair, a Thought entered into bis Head which 
afforded him great momentary Pleaſure, in hopes 
of affording his Landlord, by his chirurgical Skill, 
as much laſting Conſolation by the Removal of 
his Pain. 

It ſhould have been premiſed, that Mr. Evans, 
although his pharmatical and chirurgical Know- 
ledge was much circumſcribed, was poſſeſſed of a 
Noſtrum, which he ſucceſsfully applied in many 
Caſes of Eruptions and Ulcers in the Legs, when 
various other Applications had been ineffectually 
made. Dick had often prepared this Medicine, and 
was therefore as much in the Secret as his Uncle; 
and it was the Hopes of recommending kimfelf by 

Vor. I, C this 
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this Means to his Landlord, and obtaining a ſuitable 
Recompence, that had occupied Dick's Thoughts, 
and placed him (in Imagination) at London in Aft- 
fluence. 
Theſe Reveries and Reflections, by turns diſa- 
N and agreeable, had employed ſo many 
ours, that when Aurora began to dawn, Dick, 
not withſtanding his ſtrong Diſpoſition to Sleep when 
he firſt retired to Reſt, had made but a ſmall Pro- 
greſs in the deſtined Buſineſs of the Night. He ne- 
vertheleſs aroſe and drefled himſelf, in hopes to 
have found his Landlord as diligent as himſelf, and 
deſcended into the Kitchen with the full Reſolution 
of diſemboguing his Propoſals, and offering his me- 
dicinal Abilities to his invalid Hoſt. 

In this he was however for the preſent diſappoint- 
ed; for he found it was not yet the Hour for his 
Hoſt to riſe: And upon Enquiry of the Female Hoſt- 
ler, he was informed he never got up till Nine, 
This in ſome meaſure diſconcerted Dzck, as the Plan 
of his future Operations was to be regulated by the 
favourable or unfavourable Reception his offered 
Service ſhould meet with ; refolving, in- caſe his 
Landlord ſhould refuſe his Aſſiſtance, to ſet off for 
London, without permitting the moſt earneſt Solici- 
tations of the keeneſt Appetite to ſtop him on his 
Journey till he arrived at the Capital. In taking 
this Reſolution Dic# had not properly weighed the 
Length of his Ride before he ſhovld have finiſhed it, 
or thought of the ſcarce PraQicability of faſting one 
hundred and forty-ſeven Miles upon a Stretch. 

Dick in the mean time endeavoured to divert His 
Melancholy by taking a Walk through the Village, 
in order to make a Survey of the Buildings and Eadi- 
fices, But his Curioſity was highly diſappointed, 
in finding nothing but a few thatched Houſes,” or 


any ConſtruQion that could be called a Building, 
| ſave 
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ſave the Church; and this indeed was proportion- 
ably mean with the parochial Habitations. In loi- 
tering in the Church-yard, and examining ſome of 
the monumental Inſcriptions, he was accoſted by 
the Parſon, whoſe principal Virtue, and which he 
molt eminently valued himſelf upon, was riſing ear- 
ly in the Morning. Dick made ſome Obſervations 
upon the Tomb-ſtones, which happened to chime 
in with the Doctor's Way of Thinking; and after 
converſing with him about an Hour, he was invit- 
ed to his Houſe to partake of a Bottle of Odlober in 
the Afternoon, Dick refleAing upon his critical 
and problematical Situation, at firſt excuſed him- 
ſelf, ſaying, he was not certain whether he ſhould 
ſojourn till the Afternoon, as it depended upon the 
Return of a Meſſenger whom he had diſpatched 
upon ſome particular Buſineſs ; but that if his Af- 
fairs would let him tarry ſo long, he would doubt- 
leſs do himſelf the Pleaſure of waiting upon him. 

The Time now approached of the Hoſt's riſing, 
and Dick returned to the Inn, having prepared an 
interrogatory Speech concerning his Health, and 
the Recommendation of his own Abilities for re- 
ſtoring it. The Hoſt was charmed with his Gueſt's 
profound Learning and Skill, and was perſuaded 
that he who could talk ſo well concerning Prognoſ- 
tics and Diagnojtics, mult certainly have it in his 
Power to give him immediate Relief; fo that Dick 
was cheriſhed and looked upon from that Moment 
as one of the Family. This adminiſtered no ſmall 
Conſolation to our Hero, as he found himſelf, by 
thele means, releaſed from. diicharging his Bill of 
the preceding Night; and fluſhed with greater Spi- 
tits than any he had been animated with ſince his 
Departure from Wrexham, he waited upon the Par- 
ſon, agreeable to his Invitation. 

In the Courſe of Converſation the Curate ac- 
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- quainted Dick that his Living produced him near 


Two hundred a Year; but that from Principles of 
Religion and Morality, he expended not more than 


Forty Pounds a Year for the Neceſſaries of Life, 


which the Exigencies of human Nature demanded ; 
but that he employed the Remainder in much more 


noble and ſatis factory Uſes—charitable Donations. 


This furniſhed our Hero with what he thought 


a very ſeaſonable Opportunity of intimating to this 
truly worthy Divine the ſcanty State of his preſent 


Finances, and that a ſmall friendly Aſſiſtance would 
be of the moſt eminent Service to him ; expatiating 
upon his want of Friends either upon the Road or 
at the Capital, whither he was bound; and that he 


might have been expoſed to the moſt imminent 


Dangers and trying Neceſſities, if he had not met 
with ſo worthy and hoſpitable a Benefactor. 

This unexpected Attack upon the Divine's Ber.e- 
ficence readily cauſed an intire Reformation in his 
Sentiments; and his moral Topics were eaſily 
changed from Charity and Benevolence, to Tem- 
perance, Oeconomy, and the Happineſs reſulting 
from a Man's own Mind, abſtractedly from the 
Res Pecuniaria, which he abſolutely inſiſted upon 
was no way eſſential in procuring philoſophical Con- 
tentment and moral Felicity. Dick was a good deal 
mortified to find that the Expoſition of his Circum- 
ſtances had procured ſo very contrary an Effect upon 
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the Doctor's Benevolence; and he early retired, © 
heartily diſguſted with his Hypocriſy and falſe Pre- 
tences to Virtue, which his Conduct clearly evin- 


.ced he was an utter Stranger to, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 


The Landlord's Concern at Dick's Chagrin—Gains 
at length the Secret from him Acquaints bim with 
an Anecdote, which gratifies Dick's Spleen. The 
rapid Succeſs of Dick's Nefltrum—Receives bis 
Fee, and continues bis Journey — An Accident 
which happens to a great Foxhunter furniſhes him 
with an Opportunity of ſhewing his Skill in Phle- 
batomy—T he Squires Ingratitude—Dick ſells his 
Horſe, and takes a Place in the Cheſter Stage— 
The Converſation of the Paſſengers: Some Outlines 
of their Character. An uncommon Adventure at 
an Inu—Dick's good Fortune with Belvidera. 


HE Diſappointment Dick met with from the 
Parſon's p/euds Charity, had a good deal mor- 

tined him: And upon his Return to the Inn, his 
Hoſt perceived, by his Dejection of Spirits, that. 
ſomething had happened to diſpleaſe him; and hav- 
ing by this time a high Opinion of our young Ga- 
len, whoſe Applications had already given him con- 
ſiderable Eaſe, he was very inquiſitive into the 
Cauſe of Dick's Melancholy; in regard to which 
our Hero at firſt evaded ſatisfying him; but being 
more and more preſſed to reveal the Burthen of his 
Mind, he at length frankly told him what had 
paſſed between him and the Parſon ; which furniſh- 
ed the Landlord with an Opportunity of comment- 
ing upon his Hypocriſy and Avarice, which were ſo 
well known in the Neighbourhood, that bis Pretenſions 
to Charity and Benevolence were a flanding Feſt in 
the Pariſh, ever fince a Pariſhioner, whoſe Father 
had been principally inſlrumental in procuring him the 
Curacy, actually periſhed for Want at his Door, 
where be had been ſupplicating Alms far ſome Hours, 
C 3 the 
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the very Day he had preached a favourite Sermon of 


his upen Charity and Beneficence. 

This Anecdote did not a little gratify Dicks 
Spleen, which had been immoderately irritated 
trom the Behaviour of the Eccleſiaſtic; and the 
Agreement he now entered into with the Landlord 
to lodge and board gratis, and receive a Guinea up- 
on perfecting the Cure, did not a little alleviate 
his Anxiety. Our Hero, who was at this time un- 
fleilled in the Chicanery of Phyſic, and did not practiſe 
the uſual Method of prolonging a Cure, in order 
to fleece his Patient, gave his Landlord ſuch ſpeedy 
Relief, that in leſs than Ten Days he acknowledg- 
ed he already looked upon himſelf as cured, and 
that he ſhoul.) fulfil his Agreement; which he did, 
by giving Dick the promiſed Fee, ſaying, he was 
certain if he left ſome of the Medicines he had al- 
ready adminiſtered to him, he had no Occaſion to 
detain him from any other Buſineſs he might have 
elſewhere. 

Fluſhed with this early Succeſs, and animated 
with this confiderable Addition to his Fund, our 
Hero having taken Leave of his Hoſt, and hearti- 
ly curſed the Parſon, reſumed his Journey towards 
the Capital. Dic4 had paſſed two Stages, and put 
up at as many different Inns, when he found his 
Caſh, even in its aggregate State, would laſt him 
but a very ſhort Time; and though he had at firſt 
reſolved to faf? his Way up to London, he began to 
find he had made no ſmall Miſtake in the Compu- 
tation of the Extent of his Journey, and the Flexi— 
bility of his Appetite: So that D:ck's Vanity was 
not a little mortified in diſcovering he was ſo very 
bad a Geographer, and fo very erroneous a Philo- 
ſopher. 

Whilſt Dick was thus jogging on, and rumina- 


ting upon his Ignorance, an Accident happened, 
much 
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much to our Hero's preſent Satisſaction. A neigh- 
bouring Squire, who was a celebrated Foxhunter, 
and had been all the Morning the foremoſt in the 
Chaſe, was thrown from his Horſe in leaping a Six- 
bar Gate. Dick came up to him very opportune- 
lv, and having performed Phlebotomy on him, he 
accompanied him to his Houſe, which was a few 
Miles diſtant, where Dick was intreated to pals a 
Day or two, and with which he readily complied. 
The Squire ſoon recovered from the Hurt he had 
received by the Fall, and heaped many Compli- 
ments upon Dick's Skill and Abilities, which by- 
the-bye was all the Recompence he received; fo 
that at the End of three Days he took his Leave of 
the Squire, and renewed his Journey without being a 
Farthing the richer for the Advice and Attendance 
he had given this celebrated Foxhunter, 

The nearer Dick approached the Capital, the 
nearer he came to the Bottom of his Pocket, and 
fiading that his Queen Ann's Shilling was now be- 
come the Sum total of his Stock, it was Time to 
think of ſome Expedient for raiſing the neceſſary Sup- 
plies for the Turnpike Road to London, Dick would 
hit upon no other Project than the Sale of his Horſe, 
reſolving to walk the Reſt of the Way up to Town : 
But there were two very material Objections, which 
did not then occur to him.— The firſt was the Want 
of a Purchaſer, and the ſecond that he was one 
hundred Miles W. N. W. of the Meridian of Lan- 
don, However, the firſt was preſently removed by 
his Landlord's agreeing to give him Forty Shillings 
for his Beaſt, though be had no Manner of Occaſion 
for him; and his Plan of Travelling was changed 
by the Information he received of the real Diſtance 
of the Capital, and the Arrival of the Chefter Stage 
with a vacant Place, 

Dick looked upon this as a lucky Event, and 
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though he ſtood out luſtily for ſome Time to have 
the Forty Shillings tranſmuted into Gold, when the 
Coach was upon the Point of departing, his Reſo- 
Jution failed him, and he took the Money and the 
vacant Place. , ; 

Our Hero now conſidered his Fortune as already 
made, that is, that nothing could prevent his get- 
ting to London, but the breaking down of the Coach, 
or the Death of the Driver ; ſo that he preſently 
began to contemplate the Company he had got in- 
to, and {oon joined in Converſation. 

Among his fellow Travellers the firſt who at- 
tracted his Attention was a tall raw-boned Figure, 
with a ſhabby laced Coat and a Cue Wig, who 
broke Silence, with, Upon my Shoul now, this 
„ cScoundrel of a Coachman flies ſo very flow, that, 
«© by aſus, I believe I ſhall be in Town a Week 
„ later than I arrive; and if Mr. Mac Connor, the 
% Iriſþ Banker, is gone over to Cales before I ſee 
& him, I queſtion whether I ſhall ſee him till he 
„ comes back, and fo ſhall loſe the Opportunity of 
& receiving 500 J. which I paid to myſelf in Dub- 
in, that I might receive it in London.“ I pre- 
* ſume, Sir, ſaid Dich, that you are an Iri/þ Gen- 
© tleman.” © Upon my Shoul, Sir, now you are 
« quite out; you may ſee by my talking, that I 
« could never get at the Brogue in all my 
“Life, though Ive lived in Ireland ever ſince 
« ] was born. —Not at all—I am an Zngliſbman, 
I can aſſure you, Sir—T've only been Yother Side 
4 of the Water for a little Amuſement, and to ſee 
« my Relations, who are all Engliſhmen as well as 
« myſelf. My Father, Sir, was Knight of the 
« Shire for—bo, bo, bo—how do you call the 
« County where London ſtands ?”'—* Middleſex, 
« Sir, I believe you mean, ſaid Dick.” * Ay, by 
„ my Shoul, you are very right; I {mean Middle- 

« Efex. 
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« Eſex. He ſerved in four Parliaments, and was 
offered a Place at Court, but upon my Shoul 
&« now he refuſed it, though they would have ſent 
« him over Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, and you 
„ know that was his own Country.“ 

By this Time a meagre Figure, who fat next to 
Dick, and who, by the various Agitations of his 
Shoulders and Features, teſtified no ſmall Diſguſt 
at the Hibernian's Rhapſody, interrupted him.“ Qui 
« eſt ce que c'eſt toutes ces ſottiſes, qui'l nous dit; 
« jai ets au ſervice pendant plus de dix ans—jãi ſer- 
« yien Allemagne—a l' Amerique—aux Indes—et' 
6e pardi partout, et je ne fais pas un tapage com- 
% me cela!“ 

Mr. O' Galligan (which they afterwards found 
was the firſt Orator's Name) reſumed with, “ Pon 
© my Shoul now, no Body underſtands you, you 
“% may as we well talk Araback.” (No Body un- 
© derftand me (replied the Frenchman abruptly) den 
„you muſt be all des ignorans, des barbares, des 
& Jroquois; not onderſtand de Langae univerſelle, 
e which be ſpoke all over de Verld, in all de Courts: 
« of Europe, et que diantre—you pretend to be de. 
« Gentilman and no onderſtand de French!“ 

* O Sir (ſaid OGalligan) if you call my Gen- 
* tility in queſtion, upon my Shoul you call my 
* Life too in queſtion ; and look you here (drawing 
* a Piſtol out of his Pocket) I ſhall inſiſt upon 
“Satisfaction if you do not [wallow your Words 
* faſter than you can ate them.“ 

% You want de Satisfaction of me {the French- 
* man anſwered) by Gar, I am very ready to give 
* jt you, for though I have been oblige to leave ma 
& Patrie for an Affaire d' Honeur, I can teach de 
% Englis a littel Politeſſe with de Point of my 


“ Sword.” 
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& Pob, poh {cried O'Gal/igan) what is your Af- 
* fair d'Honeur as you call it, perhaps killing a 
© Man or two at moſt ; why I have left five at a 
Time ſprawling before the Fire at Lucas's.” 

This extravagant Rhodomontade ſet them all a 
laughing; and the female fellow Paſſenger, who 
had not till now opened her Mouth, entered into 
Converſation, which diverted the Combatants from 
eoming to ſuch Extremities as there was ſome Rea- 
ſon to apprehend from the warm Manner in which 
they argued, and their own modeſt Accounts of 
their Feats of Bravery. | 

They ſoon diſcovered that ſhe was an Actreſs, 
and was returning from the Dublin Theatre, where 
her Expectations had been diſappointed, the tall Ma- 
nager being in Arrears with moſt of his Performers, 
ſo that having had her Benefit, ſhe was making the 
beſt of her Way to London, in hopes of being en- 
gaged for the enſuing Seaſon, notwithſtanding the 
folemn Agreements entered into by the Managers 
of both the Theatres of not employing ever atter 
any that ſhould defert the 7 0 Banner. 

Belvidera, for it was in this Character ſhe gene- 
rally figured, had gained ſome Applauſe upon the 
Dublin Theatre, as well from her Merit as an Ac- 
treſs, as from her Beauty as a Woman; and ſhe 
had therefore the greater Hopes of ſucceeding in 
London, where ſhe had before received ſome Over- 
tures of an advantageous Nature from a Nobleman 
of the firſt Rank. All theſe Talents, Charms, and 
Hints uniting together to attract the Attention df 
her fellow Travellers, every one endeavoured to 
particularly demonſtrate his Aſſiduity; and of courſe 
the travelled at free Coſt, though in all Appearance 
ſhe was the moſt able of the four to bear the Ex- 


pence. 
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Being arrived at the Inn where they were to paſs 
the Night, the Frenchman very politely deſired her 
to order Supper, and begged 2s they had made but 
an indifferent flying Dinner, ſhe would conſider, as 
they do in France, that Supper fhould always be 
looked upon as the beſt Meal. A viſible Change of 
Countenance appeared in the Hibernian Hero as 
well as Dick, at this earneſt Requeſt, yet they en- 
deavoured to hide the Emotion it gave them, and 
with a forced Complaiſance ſeconded the Deſire. 
The Lady was eaſily perſuaded to go into the Kitchen 
and order as good a Supper as the Houſe could at- 
ford. 

At Supper the Frenchman ſung a little Air of his 
own compoſing, nor was Teague behind hand with 
him, for he roared out a Tipperary Catch with ſuch 
Vociferouſneſs that he alarmed the Neighbourhood ; 
and Dic+ in turn was compelled to ſing. It may be 
imagined Belvidera was not paſſed unnoticed : ſhe 
aſſiſted in the Concert; and every one feemed to 
vie with each other in being as agreeable as pol- - 
ſible. 

The Hour of Retire ent now approached, and 
they were ſhewn to their reſpective Apartments, 
Dick's Spirits were greatly exhilarated with Wine, 
and the ſparkling Eyes of Belvidera had received 
freſh Luſtre from the circulating Glaſs : Carroty 
Kate's moſt enticing Charms were all eclipſed by, 
Compariſon, 


And then ſhe could talk, 
Good Gods ! how ſhe could talk ! 


Such a rapid Revolution of Ideas naturally centered 
in Nature, and the Blood of King Edgar began to 
glow in every Vein. Dick was by this Time un- - 


dre ſſed all to his Breeches, and in endeavouring to 
AP diveſt. 
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diveſt himſelf of theſe, ſuch a powerful Advocate 
pleaded the Cauſe of Love, that he no longer he- 
ſitated taking a Reſolution of repairing to the Lady's 
Bed-chamber. | 

He had wiſhed her Good-night upon the very 
Threſhold, ſo that had not even natural Sympathy 
attracted him to the Spot, he could eaſily have diſ- 
covered it without inquiring. 

Dick had explored his Way half the Extent of 
the Gallery, when he laid his Hand upon ſome- 
thing animate, which in a faultering Voice cried 
out, Eb diantre, eft cequ'il ya des revenus ici? and 
he had not gone two Paces farther before he ran 
full butt againſt another Being, who exclaimed 
with ſomewhat more Emphaſis, © By St. Patrick, 
& J believe the Houſe is haunted.” Dick knew 


the Voice too well to ſuſpe his being aught but 


Fleſh and Blood upon a very carnal Errand ; ſo 
that he ſtepped of one Side and got to his Dulci- 
nea's Door juſt as the two peripatetic Lovers be- 
gan to joſtle in the Dark. 

Tie Frenchman in groggpg his Way had hit the 
Iriſhman a Slap on the Face, who returned the 
Compliment with a Blow of the double Fiſt that 
brought Monſieur to the Ground, and not being 
contented with this SatisfaCtion, excited, perhaps, 
partly by a Fragment of their former Altercation, 
and partly by Jealouſy, he redoubled his Blow, 
till Monſieur, by the repeated Cry of Murder / 
de Teeves me ſball be kill 1 O Miſericorde ! brought 
the Chamberlain and half a dozen others with 
Lights to his Aſſiſtance ; when he was found in a 
moſt lamentable Situation, the Blood ſtreaming 
from his Noſe, his Eyes ſealed up, and, oh Griet 
of Griefs, both his ſham Ruffle Sleeves torn from 
his Flannel half Shirt. 

Belvidera's Curioſity had not been leſs * 

than 
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than that of the other*Lodgers in the Inn, ſo that ſhe 
had run out in her Shift to ſee what was the Cauſe 
of all this Outcry, In the mean while Dick ſlipt in- 
to her Room, and when ſhe returned and faſtened 
herſelf in, ſhe found ſhe had. impriſoned more than 
one. She ſeemed at firſt greatly diſpleaſed with the 
Liberty he had taken, and was going to call for Aſ- 
ſiſtance, upon his not complying with her Orders of 
quitting inſtantly her Chamber; but, as great a Ruſ- 
tic as Dick was, he found the Means of appeaſing 
her Wrath, and by Degrees ſo far gained upon 
her Inclinations as at length to obtain a tacit Per- 
miſſion, of repoſing upon the ſame Pillow with 
her that Night. | 
The Hibernian, having waſhed his Hands of Gal- 
lic Blood, repaired to Beluidera's Door, and having 
rapt, without any Notice being taken, as ſhe was at 
preſent ſomewhat more importantly engaged, he 
cried in a pretty loud Whiſper through the Key- 
hole, Pon my Shoul now, if you're aſleep I won- 
der you do not hear me.” She had juſt recover- 
ed her Senſes from an aggeeable Reverie when theſe 
Words were uttered, which occaſioned both her 
and Dick to burſt into ſo loud a Laugh, as might 
have convinced any but the Hibernian Hero, that 
his deſired Poſt was already filled; but he, ſo com- 
pletely intent upon his Deſign, never thought of 
liſtening to the inward Voices. Belvidera now aſked 
him what he wanted? To this he replied, fo tread up- 
on that precious Foot that trod upon mine about an Hour 
ago, Imagining that ſuch Declarations might induce 
her preſent Bed-mate to image more Familiarities 
had paſſed between her and the /r:/bman than real- 
ly had, ſhe told him, with ſome Emotion, be did 
not immediately depart ſhe would call for Help, as fhe 
knew nothing of him, and imagined he was a Robber. 
This Declaration, joined to her ringing the Bell 
with no little Violence, determined the Hibernian 
Swain 
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Swain to a make a very precipitate Retreat, and left 
Dick in the Poſſeſſion of all her Charms. 

Dick prudently regained his own Bed as ſoon as it 
was Day light, and when the four fellow Travellers 
were ſummoned to Breakfaſt, none would have 
ſuſpected that they had all been ſuch capital Actors 
in ſuch different Scenes, had not the Frenchman's 
black Eyes ſo particularly bore Witneſs againſt him. 
However he was eaſily prevailed upon to ſhake 
Hands with Mr. O' Galligan, and in looking in the 
Glaſs made no other Remonſtrance than, E/ voila 
la politeſſe Angloiſe. 

They were after a ſhort Breakfaſt replaced in the 
Stage, and Mirth and good Humour ſeemed to 
reign in every Countenance but the Frenchman's, 
who, in deſpite of all his national Vivacity and Fri- 
volity, could not ſurmount the Drubbing he had 
met with the preceding Night, ſaying a Thruſt 
through the Body would not have half ſo much af- 
feed him, but that it was ſo ignoble, and ſo deba- 
fing to a Man of Quality to appear in the Metropolis 
with ſuch Marks of Barbariſm about him, that he 
muſt be obliged to take a Lodging in ſome obſcure 
Cottage till he had recovered his uſual Appearance, 

As to Belvidera, having a Deſign to pay a Viſit 
to her Mother who reſided at Northampron ſhe took 
a Poſt-Chaiſe at Chipping-Norton in order to croſs 
the Country ; but not without having made many 
Proteſtations of Affection to Dick, and given him 
her DireQion when ſhe ſhould be in Town. 
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CHA P. VIIL 


Some geographical and typographical Remarks upon 
the Situation of London. Dick's Arrival there ; the 
Reception he meets with at the Inn, and the Know- 
ledge he obtains. The Projpe&t which opens to bis 
View, and the Opportunity which preſents utſelf of 
lolling in his Chariot. 


ONDON is moſt certainly the Metropolis of 
England; Gordon, Salmon, Echard, and a thou- 

ſand other Geographers have ſaid ſo, and I believe 
no Man in his Senſes will diſpute it : This Metro- 
polis then, the Emporium of 'Trade—the Center 
of Riches—the Point of Gravitation of Wit and 
good Senſe—the Standard of Taſte the Eſſence of 
Politeneſs—the Manufactory of Beauty and the 
Bane of Chaſtity, had naturally and ſenſibly ſtruck 
Dick's Mind for ſome Time. His Abilities (to Him- 
elf) were unqueſtionable: He underſtood the Claſ- 
fics better than his Uncle: And he had moſt un- 
doubtedly got Kate with Child. It is true ſhe was 
not of a cold Conſtitution, and had not a little aſſiſted 
in the Ground-Work of the Fabrication. More- 
over, he had by the moſt direct Ties of Confan- 
guinity, united the royal Blood of the Swallows 
with the fair, the charming, the chaſte (no not 
chaſte) the heroic, the ſpouting Belvidera. Add to 
this, Dick did not hold it either Treaſon or Miſpri- 
ſion of Treaſon (no not even to King Edgar, from 
whom he was lineally deſcended) t lost in a Glaſs. 
He had for ſome time perceived a very penetrating 
Eye, a very languiſhing Look, a very well-turned 
Leg, an extreme ſoft Hand, and, above all, a broad 
Pair of Shoulders. Dick's Complexion had pleaſed 
himſelf; he had but a very ſmall TinQure of the 
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Clyſter-pipe Hue; he was ruddy, his Hair inclina- 
ble to the ſandy, ſomewhat (at times) approxima- 
ting to Kate's Carrots and Belvidera's Jet : But this 
he had learned to rectify with a black Lead Comb, 
and brought it always on. a Sunday, to a tolerable 
Brown. 

Theſe may be looked upon as the fundamental 
Principles of Coxcombiſm in Denbighſhire, North 
Wales No ſuch Thing Diel had as much of the 
Ruſtic in him as Parſons or their Sons for the Ge- 
nerality have. He never dared ogle the Girls at 
Church, and he had never attempted an Intrigue 
with any but Kate in Wrexham. But let it not be 
imagined that his Ideas were naturally confined to 
ſo humble a Sphere. We ſee they already begin 
to expand, and as he approaches the Capital, his 
Notions refine, his Paſſions purify, his Sentiments 
elucidate ; how ſurpriſing yet eaſy the Tranſition 
from Kate to Belvidera. So that though Dick was 
no Coxcomb in Denbigb (ſave the black Lead Comb) 
he was not without Hopes of being a Fop in Lon- 
don, He had, with amiable Ambition, heard of the 
thriving State of Phyſic in the Capital, where Me- 
dicines are taken rather as Preventatives than Reme- 
dies. He had heard of Doctors lolling in their Cha- 
riots, taking their golden Fees, keeping their Miſ- 
treſſes, and being paid by Ducheſſes, not for either 
Emetics or Cathartics, but pure Injection. At 
Wrexham he was acquainted with the Power of theſe: 
Applications: He knew, or he thought he knew, 
the beſt Method of adminiſtering them. Dick was 
therefore not without Hopes of keeping his Vehicle, 
and driving into the Porte-cochere of every diſpoſed, 
or indiſpoſed Dowager of Rank, the firſt Week of 
his Arrival in Town. 

How vain are human Hopes ! how ridiculous our 
moſt promiſing Expectations! how contemptible- 
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our moſt elaborate Schemes ! Dick came to Town 
literally at the wrong End of it: He arrived in 
Whitechapel, with ſeven Pence three Farthings 8 ER- 
LING, in his Pocket, Yaoi 

It was between Ten and Eleven o'Clock at Night, 
and having no Recommendation in Town, he ne- 
ceſſarily put up at the Inn where he alighted. The 
next Morning he roſe early, and calling for the 
Chamberlain, threw down his capital Piece of Spe- 
cie for the Payment of his Lodging : But what was 
his Surprize, when he was informed he muſt add 
another ſimilar Piece to it before he could obtain 
his Diſmiſſion. He informed the Chamberlain, with 
a faultering Voice, he had no more Money in the 
World except ſeven Farthings, which he produced, 
and which he would willingly have given him to 
have appeaſed his Wrath, which began ere now to 
be very viſible and diſcernible in his Looks: How- 
ever, eſpying his Portmanteau upon the Chair, he 
ſoftened his Tone, enquiring if he had no Friend 
whom he could ſend to for Aſſiſtance, to which 
Dick very innocently and truly replied in the Ne- 
gative. Why then, continued the Chamberlain, 
keeping his Eye upon the Portmanteau, you muſt 
even make ſome Money, which many as good a 
* Gentleman as yourſelf has been obliged to do be- 
* fore now.” © Make Money (anſwered Dick) 
* with all the Ignorance and Simplicity in the 
“ World— Why that's a hanging Matter, and I'm 
* ſurprized you can adviſe me to do it in ſuch a 
* barefaced Manner.” 

„ Pſhaw (replied the Chamberlain) I perceive 
** you do not underſtand me: I don't mean you 
* ſhould coin, young Man, but I ſuppoſe you have 
got ſomething of Value with you that you may 
pledge for more than you will have Occaſion for 
at this JunQure,” 


Dick 
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Dick by this time began to comprehend: him, 

and having opened his Portmanteau, the Cham- 
berlain told him, “one of thoſe Shirts would pro- 
* cure him three or four Shillings, and if he would 
& intruſt him with it, he would return with the 
% Money in an Inſtant.” This gave Dich infi- 
nite Conſolation, and he would have preſſed two 
Shirts upon the Chamberlain inſtead of one, had he 
not repeatedly told him one would be ſufficient. 

The Chamberlain returned in five Minutes, and 
brought him Five Shillings, and a little Ticket, 
which was Arabic to our Hero; but the whole My- 
ſtery was ſoon explained, and the Facility of raiſing 
Money appeared ſo agreeable and eaſy, that he or- 
dered a Breakfaſt upon the Strength of it, and, 
Moth-like fairly eat out his Shirt, before he de- 
parted from the Inn, 

He had. received ſuch ample Inſtructions con- 
cerning the obtaining of future Sums upon the Re- 
ſidue of his ſmall Wardrobe, that he ſoon and eaſi- 
ly made a Conveyance of it from his Uncle's at 
Wrexham to his Uncle's in London, 

But before we have reduced Dick to his laſt Shirt, 
and his only Coat, we muſt take Notice what Ad- 
ventures he met with in the Expenditure of this 
uſurious Capital, and whether he ſtood any Chance 
of eſtabliſhing himſelf pharmatically or medically 
in the good Graces of the Ladies. 

Dick had already been three Weeks in London, 
and he did not yet keep his Coach, no not ſo much 
as a Poſt-Chaiſe, or a one Horſe Chair; he had not 
yet, with all his Abilities, or with all his Induſtry, 
raiſed a ſingle Guinea, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. 1 


The Acquaintance Dick makes at the Inn. A Deſcrip- 
tion of a Covent-Garden Frolic—Some Account of 
the Ben Johnſon's Head. His new Friends Ge- 
nerofity—tt is accounted for. They diſcover them- 
ſelves to be Highwaymen, and prevail upon Dick 
to promiſe engaging in Partnerſhip. Dick is upon 
the Paint of entering into Commerce, when an un- 
foreſeen Accident makes bim break off bis Connexions. 
and reſolve to return to Wrexham. 


WEE Dick was at Supper at the Inn in 
Whitechapel, two young Fellows, juſt aligh- 
ted from their Horſes, booted and ſpurred, came 
into the Room where he was, and having called 
tor a Shilling's Worth of Punch, drank to Drc#, 
and intreated him to drink with them. Their Ap=- 
pearance was ſo genteel, and their Converſation ap- 
peared to him ſo enlivened, that he readily conclud- 
ed they were Men of Fortune, and gladly embrac- 
ed the Opportunity of engaging with ſuch good 
Company. After three or four Bowls were ex- 
hauſted, as well as the Toaſts of all the celebrated 
Women of Pleaſure about Covent-Garden, they pro- 
poled calling a Coach to beat the Rounds, and in- 
vited Dick to be of the Party, Dick's Ignorance 
now demonſtrated itſelf more than ever, and he 
was obliged to acknowledge that having been but a 
few Days in Town, he was quite unacquainted with 
the Methods of it, They told him they ſhould ſoon 
ſhew him the World ; and a Coach being called, 
it was ordered to Covent- Garden. 
It was between ten and eleven o'clock when they 
ſet forward from Whitechapel, fo that they did not 
arrive in the Center of Frolic and Debauchery till 


the 
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the Hour of Noiſe and Riot. They firſt repaired 
to Bob Derry's, where having drank a Bottle of 
Rheniſb, and looked at all the Girls who were there, 
they thought it prudent to retire early, as it was 
| Search-Night, and a Viſit from the Conſtables was 
expected. This did not, however, prevent their 
paying their Reſpects to Mrs. Meatberby, and the 
two Bucks thinking ' themſelves in more Security 
here, and finding many of their old Acquaintance, - 
particularly of the Female Sex, the Bowls began 
to circulate, Dick's Eyes to ſparkle, and his Hands 
to find ſome other Occupation, than beating Time 
to the Harmony of Ben John ſon's Head. By this 
it may be concluded that Dick had ſelected an Ena- 
morata, to whom he was ſaying all the tender 
things that he had learnt in Wales, and, in truth, 
he had ſo far gained his Point, that his Dulcinea 
had agreed to retire with him, when lo! her Lover 
of the Aſternoon, whom ſhe did not expect to have 
met, laid Claim to her for the Evening, Upon 
which a Diſpute aroſe between Captain Firebrand 
and Dick, and Words running high with the Fer- 
ment of Punch, it was agreed to decide it in an 
athletic Manner. D#c#'s natural Strength and un- 
impaired Conſtitution foretold Victory on his Side, 
againſt the worn-out debilitated Corſe of our Cop- 
per Captain; but Firebrand, who had ruined not 
only his Conſtitution, but alſo his Fortune in the 
Service of the Ladies of the Garden, had ſecured 
all the Females preſent for his Seconds ; ſo that 
Dick, whoſe Companions were in the Fore- Room, 
and unacquainted with what paſſed backwards upon 
the gladiating Theatre, had not only the Captain 
to encounter, but all the Whores of St. Paul's Co- 
vent- Garden. The Event of ſo unequal a Combat 
may eaſily be judged ; for though Dick, who would 
fain have introduced his own Country Way of 

Fighting, 
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Fighting, and kicked and cuffed as long as he could, 


was not allowed to ſtrike his Antagoniſt when down, 
as he found they all cried out, that was foul Play, 
he was no ſooner thrown, than the Captain pum- 
melled him, and the Women ſcratched his Face 
and pulled his Hair. 

Dick was nevertheleſs able to hold out againſt all 
theſe Aſſailants for near fifteen Minutes, when his 
two Companions coming to his Aſſiſtance, and let- 
ting him have fair Play, the Captain was preſently 
compelled to give out, though not before Dick had 
received a black Eye, and a Contuſion upon his 
Head. 

The firſt Object of the Quarrel might now eaſily 
have been diſpenſed with by either of the Cham- 
pions, as a Cataplaſm to their Heads was now be- 
come much more neceſſary than any Application 
elſewhere ; but the Fervor of Dic#'s Welſh Blood 
was not yet abated, ſo Dick and his two Compa- 
nions carried off each of them his Dulcinea in 
Triumph. |; 

They repaired to Haddocts's, and having drank 
a Couple of Bottles of hurnt Champagne, they ſe- 
parated according to their different Allotments, 
We ſhall paſs over the remaining Confli& of the 
Night, as the Rites of Venus are of too myſterious 
a Nature to be unravelled in the hiſtoric Page. 
Dick was ſummoned to Breakfaſt, and after partak- 
ing of this Repaſt, a Bill was called, the Contents 
of which ſo terrified our Hero, that the Change of 
his Countenance was viſible to all the Company, 
He took the firſt Opportunity of calling one of his 
Companions aſide, when he acquainted him, that 
he had only a few Shillings in his Pocket, and that 
he found almoſt as many Pounds would be requiſite 
to pay the Bill. The Buck told him to make him- 
ſelf eaſy, as they would deſray the Expence of the 
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Houſe, which they accordingly did, and flipt « 
Guinea into his Hand for him to preſent his Dul- 
cinea with. The Sight and Feel of this enchant- 
ing Metal ſo far captivated him, that he was loft 
to all Senſe of his Enamorata's Charms, and fan- 
cied he diſcovered more intrinſic Beauty in Queen 
Ann, though dead near forty Years, than all the 
living Penus's of the Garden could call to their Aſ- 
ſiſtance. Ina Word, he was very loth to part with 
the Guinea upon ſuch an Occaſion, and it was not 
till his new Friends had twice enquired whether he 
had made the Preſent, that he was prevailed upon 
to pay her that Compliment. 

Dick began to entertain a very high Opinion of 
his Friends Generoſity and Diſintereſtedneſs, eſpe- 
cially as they had given him an Invitation to dine 
upon a Haunch of Veniſon at the Bedford Arms, 
though they were ſenſible hei had little or no Mo- 
ney. However their Kindneſs ſoon developed it- 
ſelf after Dinner, when having defired Dick to in- 
form them of the real State of his Aﬀairs, which 
he drd, they acquainted him that they had been 
juſt in the ſame Situation as himſelf the Day be- 
fore, but that a Change of Fortune had made them 
worth a Hundred a-piece; in ſaying which they 
threw their Purſes upon the Table, and one of 
them drawing a Pocket-pittol, ſung the Song 1n the 
Beggar's Opera. 


Do you bear the Sound of Coaches? 
Hark how the Attack approaches, &c. 


This, my Lad, continued he (pointing to the 
« Balh is the true Philoſopher's Stone. Courage 
“ and Reſolution are the only Things to carry a 
& Man through the World, Who would want 


* Money, pine and Janguith in Diſtreſs, when 
* three 
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© three Words may make a Man's Fortune ?— 
% Stand and deliver, is my Motto.” 

Dick looked aghaſt, turned pale, and was viſi- 
bly terrified at the Tenor of this whole Diſcourſe ; 
but a Bumper or two extraordinary wrought a 
wonderful Change in his Sentiments. The Sight 
of fo much Gold, and the apparent Facility of ob- 
taining it, made him conſider a Piſtol as one of the 
moſt expeditiovs Conveyances of Property out of 
the Lato; and upon a Promile of being furniſhed 
with a Pair, he agreed to ſet out with them the 
End of the Week, to recruit their Finances ; till 
which Time one general Fund was to ſupport 
them. 

Our Hero removed the Remainder of his Ward- 
robe from the Whitechapel Inn, to a genteel Lodg- 
ing which was taken for him near Covent-Garden, 
He was equipped in 7/enmouth-Street with a blue 
Coat embroidered with Gold, and a laced Waifſt- 
coat; as to Silk Stockings and a ſmart laced Hat, 
thoſe he was furniſhed with by his two enterpriſing 
Friends. 

Dick now \trutted a Beau at large; he never 
miſſed the Park of a Morning, the Play of an Even- 
ing, Weatherby's and Bab Derry's at Midnight, or 
ever failed finding himſelf in the Arms of a Dulci- 
nea at Gould's or Heddocks's in the Morning. He 
had forgot Pharmacy, Surgery, and Medicine, and 
ſcarce remembered that his Father was an honeſt 
Parſon at J/Yrexham. In a Ward, a continued 
Round of Debauchery, Riot, and Exiravagance 
had for five Days ſo far diſſipated every rational 
Thought from Dic#s lind, that at the End of this 
Time he was very propetly prepared to take the 
Road. 

The Time of Agion now approached ; for out 
of near two hundred Guineas, which the two Mack. 

heaths 
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heaths had collected the laſt Week, they had not 
five Guineas left amongſt them ; ſo that they pre- 
ared their Arms, hired Horſes, and laid down the 
Route they were all three to take on the Saturday 
Morning, in order to raiſe Supplies for the enſuing 
Week. | 
The Reader, doubtieſs, by this Time, ima- 
gines he may find our Hero's Life and Atchieve- 
ments amongſt the Records of the Old Bailey: But 
in this he is miſtaken, and he is deſired to ſuſpend 


ſo raſh a Judgment upon Dick Swallow, till ſuch 


Time as he hears the Sequel. He had as yet only 
taken his Degrees, he had not entered into Prac- 
tice or received the Road Fee, 

On the Friday Evening whilſt he was waiting 
for his Friends at the Bedford, a Note was put in- 
to his Hand by a Bagnio Waiter to the following 
Effect: 

„ Dear Dick, 

4 By G—d, I'm taken get out of the Way 
© as faſt as you can. 
& Your's, 

cc D. G. 


The Aſtoniſhment this threw Dick into is not to 


be expreſſed. It at once painted the critical Situa- 


tion he was in, the Precipice he was hanging over, 
and the only poſſible Means of avoiding the ſame 
Fate. He immediately went to his Lodgings, diſ- 
charged them, and having packed up his EffeQs, 
returned to his JYhitechapel Inn, with the full Re- 
ſolution of going back to Wales by the firſt Stage 


that ſet off. | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 


The preſent Poſture of Affairs at Denbigh. The firſt 
Diſcovery of Dick's Elopement. The Effect it bas 
upon all the Family, but particularly Kate, who 
is inconſolable. The ſalutary Counſel ſbe receives 
from Will. The diſagreeable Situation Mr. Evans 
finds himſeif in. Intelligence arrives concerning 
Diek Mr. Evans reſolves upon a Fourney to Lon- 
don, but is diſſuaded from it by a very cogent 
Reaſon. 


Win Dick was making theſe rapid Strides 
towards Promotion in London, let us ſee 
what was going on at Vrexbam. The Family re- 
turned from Church, the Beef and Pudding upon 
the Table, Grace ſaid, and Dick ſtill abſent : The 
Bell is in vain repeatedly rung—no Richard appears. 
A Meſſenger is ſent to his Father's, who comes 
back without any Tidings of him. Preſently the 
Reverend Mr. Swallow himſelf appears, and gives 
Information that his Mare has eloped as well as his 
Son, A general Hue and Cry now enſues. At 
length the Hand-baſket is diſcovered, and conjec- 
2 begin to amount almoſt to a Proof of the real 
vent. 

Though Dick's Father, Mother, Uncle, Aunt, 
and all their Families are in the utmoſt Conſterna- 
tion on Account of Dick's Elopement, the Grief of 
no one is ſo viſibly depicted in any Countenance as 
In that of Kate's : Her Belly now almoſt up to her 
Chin, with ſwollen Eyes and chagrined Air, to 
every one ſhe laments the loſs of a Father. In the 
Midſt of theſe mournful Reflections ſhe meets with 
ſome Conſolation from honeſt (ſhall we call bim 
honeſt ?) Will a neighbouring Farmer's Son. Now, 
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whether Will actually had or had not a Finger in 
the Pye, and was apprehenſive ſhe might adopt 
him fora Father, or whether from his Knowledge 
of Huſbandry he knew a Barn was ſcarce ever ſo 
full that a ſkilful Hand might not threſh in it, and 
was willing that Kate ſhould be uſeful as long as 
ſhe was able, and ſhould have Pennyworths for her 
Penny, as the Reckoning was already paid, we 
ſhall not pretend to determine : Theſe are but 
Conjectures: Mill either had or had not his Rea- 
ſons for what he did ; but we are inclined to think 
he had. Be this as it may: Says he to Kate, one 
Day when ſhe was making her melancholy Com- 
plaints to him, Thou Fool, what does it matter 
* who got the Barn; look to him who can beſt 
c keep it ; if Nephew won't, Uncle muſt,” 

Kate took the Hint, and not without Reaſon ; 
for it is certain that Mr. Evans had inſpected at 
leaſt ; what Applications he had made Kate beſt 


| knew; it is plain ſhe thought them ſufficient to 


clear her Conſcience from the Crime of Perjury— 
ſhe ſwore the Child to her Maſter. | 
Iſrexbam was now in a greater Conſternation 
than ever. * What, has the old Codger been 
& fambling?” cried one, © Ay, ay, ſaid another, 
« Clyſters are dangerous Remedies, eſpecially 
&« when applied in the Dark.” © Miſtakes have 
& been made by more experienced PraQitioners 
4 than he, cries a third. But if his Neighbours 
were thus jocoſe upon him, he met with no ſuch 
Raillery at Home; here it was a very ferjous Af- 
fair. Mrs. Evans could ſee as far into a Mill-ſtone 
as another, eſpecially when the Hole was wide 


enough. She did not wonder her Huſband had 


« the Rheumatiſm when he lay with her—the 
6% Choaths tumbled off though they were tucked in 


« on every Side; but Kate kept him warm enough. 
0 
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« She was not ſurprized ſhe had not been pregnant 
« theſe ten Years, though ſhe was but fifty-five in 
% Fact, and reckoned forty only.—No, he muſt 
« have a young Wench, Had he performed Fa- 
© mily Duty as he ought, his Vigour would have 
e turned out an Honour to him inftead of a Dif- 
« grace.—Had ſhe been with Child inſtead of Kate, 
« ten Pounds might have been ſaved, and no one 
& dared to have faid ſhe had a grey Hair in her 
« Head. But now, forſooth, here's the Money, 
c and every Thing loſt.” 

Mr. Evans was obliged to turn upon his Heel on 
theſe occaſions, and leave her pregnant, at leaſt, 
with theſe fruitful Ideas, to bring forth at Leiſure; 
but he had no ſooner got in the Street than the arch 
Boys, pointing at him, cried, There he goes : Did 
he take Shelter at a Patient's Houſe, before he felt 
her Pulſe, ſhe began to feel his, and enquire how 
Kate did, and whether he had heard any Thing of 
his Nephew yet : At the Club, he was ſcarce enter- 
ed ere Proſperity to Baſtet- mating immediately went 
round. Thus peſtered, hampered, and ridiculed 
on every Side, poor Mr. Evans could find no Re- 
fuge, no Aſylum, no Sanctuary, and had he not 
received ſuch orthodox Notions, and imbibed ſuch 
truly religious Sentiments in his Youth, which he 
had ever continued nurturing, even to this Hour, 
notwithſtanding this pretended Slip with Kate was 
alledged againſt him, and above all had his Brother 
not been a Clergyman, whoſe Character he was 
particularly tenacious of as well as that of his Fami- 
ly, he certainly would have taken the ſhorteſt Road 
to Heaven, or i 

We are too polite to mention the Alternative, as 
we know not what Reader's Hands this Work may 
fall into; and as we have been brought up at St. 
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James's, where the latter Doctrine is exploded, 
we ſhould not chuſe to offend the moſt delicate Eye. 

Things were at this Criſis at J/rexham, Dick 
with his Father's Mare loſt or ſtrayed, Kate ready 
to drop to Pieces, Uncle ready to hang himſelf, 
and Aunt ready to try prolific Experiments out of 
Revenge, at Fifty- five; when Father's Mare re- 
turned with the Exciſeman from Bath, having pur- 
chaſed it of the Landlord of an Inn upon the Road, 
his own Horſe falling lame, and brought Intelligence 
that Dick had gone forward in the Machine to 
London. 5 

The Reverend Mr. Swallow, who had informed 
himſelf of theſe Particulars, together with the Mo- 
ney Dick had received for his Mare, and conſider- 
ing what a Fund his Son could poſſibly arrive in 
London with, and how expenſive a Place this Me- 
tropolis is, having reſided here ſome few Years; 
all theſe Reflections induced him to write to a 
Friend in Town to make Search after Dick, and 
furniſh him with ſuch ſmall Sums as he might 
have Occaſion for, in order to induce him to return 
to Wrexham; or if he was obſtinately bent upon re- 
maining, to endeavour at procuring him a Place, 
in Quality of a Journeyman Apothecary, till fuch 
Time as ſomething better could be done for him. 

Mr. Evans was no ſooner adviſed of Dick's being 
abſolutely gone to London, than he formed within 
himſelf the Project of repairing thither alſo, in or- 
der to induce his Nephew to return ; and by pro- 
miſing bim a general Reconciliation with his Fa- 
mily and Friends, to prevail upon him to take upon 
himſelf all the Blame of Kate's pregnant Venter. He 
had already engaged ſor a Horſe to perform this 
Tourney with, and had fixed upon the Day for ſet- 
ting out, when Mr. Lind/ey, who was Steward to 
Lord Clotterpare, returned, after approaching with. 


in a hundred Yatds of the Capital, having met _ 
tae 
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ine new Road no leſs than three Perſons who had 
juſt had the Small-Pox, and being at the ſame time 
informed there were two new Hoſpitals building for 
this Diſorder, the honeſt Steward turned his Horſe 
about, and never ſtopped till he got fifty Miles from 
London; for not having had that Diſorder, and 
dreading it more than ever by Reaſon of the Ad- 
vance of his Age and the Increaſe of his Riches, he 
prudently reſolved to return to Frexham, and re- 
mit to his Lordſhip his Rents by ſome other Con- 
veyance. 

Now, Mr. Evans had never had the Small-Pox, 
and though brought up to Phyſic, and therefore in- 
titled to be acquainted with the Medicinal Preventa- 
tives of this Diſtemper, he nevertheleſs ſo little de- 
pended upon his Skill, that he did not chooſe to 
come within many Miles of any Place where this 
Diſorder appeared; and this Reaſon alone, that is 
the Dread of catching the Small-Pox in London, 
prevented his Journey, which had appeared to him 
with ſo many promiſing Allurements of reſtoring 


his Reputation, and reconciling domeſtic Tran- 
quillity. 


CHAP. XI. 


An Interview between Mr. Richard Swallow and his 
Fath:r's London Correſpondent. Gets a Place as 
a Journeyman Apotbecary. Some Account of bis 
„ and Miſtreſs. Mr. Fillet becomes jealous 
of Dick—Tbe Steps he takes to ſatisfy bis Suſpi- 
cions—thetr Succeſs. Dick is turned away, and 
threatened with a Proſecutiomſor Crim. Con. The 
Jul Reward of an Informer. 


Ds returned to the Whitechapel Inn, was 
looking over the News-papers, and meditat- 
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ing the Fate of his Companions, when he was ae- 
cofted by a Perſon who aſked if his Name was 
Swallow ff Dick trembled, looked pale, and with a 
faultering Voice aſked, what his Bu/ineſs wat, ap- 
prehending him to be a Conſtable who was in Search 
of him as an Accomplice to his heroic Friends. 'The 
Gentleman perceiving his Conſternation, though 
unacquainted with the real Cauſe, told him he had 
no Reaſon to be under any Apprehenſions, that he 
only came to pay him a friendly Viſit at the Re- 
queſt of his Father the Reverend Mr. Swallow, 
and offer him any Aſſiſtance he might ftand in Need 
of. This Information, in ſome Meaſure, remov- 
ed Dick's Terrors, who was nevertheleſs a good 
deal aſtoniſhed how his Father ſhould know he was 
lodged at that Inn, and that he ſhould ſend a Per- 
ſon to enquire for him there, 

Dict's Panic being over, and the Alternative 
Propoſal made him of either returning to Wrexham, 
or entering into Employment in Quality of an Apo- 
thecary's Journeyman, which Place his new Friend 
had already procured for him in Town, our Hero 
readily embraced the latter, and that very-Evening 
waited upon his new Maſter, with a Recommenda- 
ton. | 

He had not been long in this Situation before he 
kad the Satisfaction to find his Jfackheath Friend 
was acquitted for Want of Evidence, fo that his 
Apprehenſions upon this Head were entirely remov- 
ed, and. he began to conſider himſelf very well 
jettled in a good Shop in a polite Part of the Town. 
Dick's Maſter had been in Buſineſs upwards of thir- 
ty Tears, and had in the Courſe of that Time 
pharmatically and chymically extracted a very eaſy 
Fortune from his Patients — which, added 
to the Jointure of four Wives, who had ſucceſhvely 


embraced his Arms and thoſe of Death, he was en- 


abled 
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abled to keep a Chariot, avd 2 Country Re- 
treat without being guilty of any Extravagance. In 
his fixty-fourth Year he bad taken, for better for 
worſe, « young Lady in the Bloom of Youth, with 
out any other Fortune than her perſons] Charms. 
So great a Condeſcenſion, and ſuch uncommon Ge- 
netoſity on the Side of Mr, Fillet, intitled him, in 
his Opinion, to all her Attention, to all her Regard : 
and without conſidering the Diſparity of Years be- 
tween ſixty-four and twenty-two, he imagined his 
former matrimonial Character was ſufficient to ſa- 
tisfy preſent connubial Devotion. Whether Mrs. 
Fillet was preciſely of the fame Way of thinking, 
we will not here endeavour to determine : It would 
be indecent to inveſtigate too critically a Lady's 
Sentiments upon ſo delicate a Topic, eſpecially as 


it might create ſome Jealouſy on the Side of Mr. 


Fillet, We ſhall only obſerve at preſent, that Mrs. 
Fillet appeared more than uſually in the Shop, and 
that Dich drank Tea with her when his Maſter was 
not at home, 

Whether the Apprentice was envious of the At- 
tention that was paid to Dich by his Miſtreſs, and 
imagined he had an equal Right to be as much ca- 
reſſed, or whether he really had his Maſter's Ho- 
nour at Heart, and conceived it was his Duty to 
prevent any Incurſions being made upon the Terri- 
tories of Hymen, thus much 1s certain, he did not 
fail to communicate to his Maſter what paſſed in 
his Abſence, Mr. Fillet, who was not naturally of 
a jealous Diſpoſition, was nevertheleſs a good deal 
nettled to think that his Welſb Cub, as he called 
him, ſhould draw the leaſt Regard from his Wife ; 


yet as he had nothing to accuſe her of, ſo he could 


make no Repreſentations, but 1e ſolved, if poſſible, 
to diſcover if any Thing more material paſſed be- 
tween Mrs. Fillet and Dick than mere Tea-table 
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Chat. To this End he engaged the Apprentice in 
Quality of a Spy, and promiſed him a handſome 
Recompence in cafe he made any notable Diſcove- 
. ries; and that no Time might be loſt in arriving at 
them, if any were to he made, he was more fre- 
quently abſent from Home, and at length finding 
no Intelligence of Conſequence produced, he reſolv- 
ed upon a Week's Journey into Northamptonſbire. 
Dick had now frequent Opportunities of being 
with his Miſtreſs, She moſt undoubtedly was in 
Want of Company in her Huſband's Abſence, and 
Diel out of pure Charity accepted of the Invitations 
which ſhe now gave him, not only to drink Tea 
with her, bot to dine, nay, even to ſup with her. 
Every Poſt a Letter from the Apprentice furniſhed 
Mr. Fillet with an additional Meal that Dick had 
made with his Wife, and upon receiving Ad- 
vice that he had for the firſt Time ſupped with her 
the Night before, he wrote back to his Emiſſary, 
That the Iron was now hot, that Things would 
« certainly ſoon come to an Upſhot, that he muſt 
* be more than commonly vigilant and attentive.” 
In this Manner did Mr. Fillet lay the Plan for his 
nwn Cuckoldom ; he nurtured his Horns in the 
Hot-bed of Opportunity and Defire; no Wonder 
then if Dic and his Wife gathered the Fruits of his 
Induſtry, or fixed them upon a Head that ſee med ſo 
emulous of wearing them. 
! Mrs. Fillet had already been married eighteen 
Months without being once pregnant in this double 
Period ; nay, ſhe queſtioned much whether a Re- 
volution of as many additional Moons would make 
her a Mother, and the Dread and Apprehenſions 
ſhe had been pre-occupied with before her Mar- 
riage upon the uncommon Abilities of Wife. killing 
in Mr. Fillet were greatly abated : The Reports 


and Accuſations of his Enemies upon this Score ſhe, 
7 ere 
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ere now, looked upon as entirely groundleſs, and 
very humanely concluded all his former Wives died 
natural Deaths, She had nevertheleſs ſome ſhrewd 
Suſpicions that there were ſome Medicinal Prepara- 
tions that might be of mortal Efficacy, without it 
being in the Power of the moſt ſkilful Anatomiſt 
to diſcover their having been adminiſtered. One 
Night when ſhe and Dick were at Supper, ſhe very 
innocently aſked him, if he thought a Woman 
might be poiſoned without any one knowing it ? to 
which he ſhrewdly anſwered, Maſt certainly, Ma- 
dam, this has been the Caſe of many a Woman. Her 
Curioſity being thus excited, ſhe deſired him to tell. 
her what was the Preparation? To this he replied, 
there was nothing extraordinary in the Preparation, 
it was well known to many of the Faculty, though. 


he believed Mr. Fillet was utterly ignorant of- it. 


Indeed, ſhe reſumed, then you do not imagine he made 
any Uſe FA this Preparation in diſpatching any of bis 
former Wives ? No, Madam, he anſwered, as far 
ar I can find none of them died in Child-bed. Mrs. 
Fillet took the Hint, and, colouring, fain would 
have changed the Topic of Converſation ; but the 
Subject was too pleaſant to Dick to be eafily parted 
with, and he was juſt in the Humour to puſh it as; 
far as poſſible. 

The Apprentice was all this Time liſtening ; bie 
had caught every Syllable, and when from Theory 
they Yeſcended to Practice, he thought it was Time 
to apply his Eye to the Peep-hole, which he had 
my prepared in ExpeQation of ſuch a Scene. 

e entirely forgot for ſome Minutes, ſo eager was 
his Attention, that his Maſter had ordered him: 
to pull the Bell luſtily as ſoon as he perceived: 
Things were come to a Criſis. It was not till 
Dick had drank a Glaſs of Wine, Mrs. Fillet had 
reſumed her uſual modeſt Appearance, though her. 
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Face till covered with Bluſhes, that 8 began 
to recollect, that Mr. Fillet's Fate, like many a 
Man's in a critical Situation, had depended upon 
the String which had hung over his Head, It was 
too late now to repent, his Maſter was a Cuckold, 
and there was nothing left but to inform him of it. 
ack ſet himſelf down to write immediately, the 

Poſt Bell (till ringing at the Window); but he was a 
good deal embarraſſed what to fay, he would fain 
have come to the Point immediately, he began— 
Sir, I have juſt now been an Eye-witneſs to“ 
That won't do (he cried) there mut be ſametbing of 
an Introduftion—T his is tao abrupt, to tell a Man at 
once be is a Cuckold —Buppaſe I write the whole Con- 
werſution ? - bat will be more exaſperating flill— 
that will prove that be has brought it all upon himſelf, 
by his Impotence and Folly.—T his muff be the Way — 
« Sir, this Evening has crowned our Attention and 
„ Reſearches with the deſired Succeſs.” Pack could 
get no farther; the Table began te crack, and he 
could not refrain from applying to the Peep-hole, 
where he perceived tbe ſecend Edition of Cucholdom 
complete, with Additions and 2 a Lady. 
Before Fack could finiſh his Letter it was too late 

to ſend it by that Night's Poſt; ſo that Diet and his 
Miſtreſs had a Reſpite of another Day before Mr. 
Fillet's Return to interrupt their mutual Felicity; 
and to do them both Juſtice, it muſt be acknow- 
ledged they made the beſt Vſe of their Time. 
No ſooner had Mr. Fillet received Fack's Letter, 
than he ſet out Poſt for Landon, with a full Reſo- 
lution of proſecuting Dick tor Crim. Con. and obtain- 
ing a Divorce. He immediately diſcharged our He- 
ro, at the fame time intimating the Caule, and in- 
forming him that Things would not end here, 
Dick proteſted his Innocence ſwore it was nothing 
but Malice on Jack's Part—that Mrs. Fillet was 
| virtuous, 
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virtuous, and that he was no Cuckold. How 
* can you tell all this, you Raſcal (ſaid Mr. Fil- 
tier)? Suppoſe you had not made me one, how 
© can you tell nobody elſe has?“ Dick ackngw- 
ledged his Error, which was occaſioned by his over 
Eagerneſs to vindicate Mrs. Fillet ; and finding all 
his Remonſtrances were in vain, and that the more 
he endeavoured to invalidate the Accuſation, the 
more in fact he corroborated it, he packed up his 
Things and decamped. 

Mr. Fillet was too full of Ire to pay his Wife a 
Viſit at preſent; ſo that he ordered Pack to lock 
her up in her own Apartment till his Return from 
waiting upon her Father, whom he went to ac- 
quaint with all that had happened, and to confult 
with concerning his future Behaviour towards hig 
Wife. 

He found his Father-in-law all alone at Break- 
faſt; and, after very little Ceremony, he diſembo- 
ued his Mind to him, relating every Particular, 
— his firſt Suſpicion, with its various Gradations, 
to the indubitable Proof. © Ay” (faid Mr. Green- 
wood, who was his Father-in-law, upon his telling 
him the next Step he took was to give them more 
frequent Opportunities of being together) “ that 
* was very prudent, and truly” MHachiavelian.“ 
And then, Sir (reſumed Mr. Fillet) refolving that 
either my Suſpicions ſhould be intirely removed, or 
that I ſbould he convinced they were not groundlefs, I 
went into the Country for a Week—*® Better (till? 
{remarked Mr. Greenzw994)—and left Jack my Ap- 
prentice to watch over them, and acquaint me with all 
the Diſcoveries be made Aſtoniſhing Foreſight!” 
{cried Mr. Greenwood) ;—and at length be caught 
the Man, I tell you, in the very Fact; nay, nt anly 
once, but twice, ay, and in the ſame Evening, —< And 
you are ſutprized at it (faid Mr. Greenwood) ; you 
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s ought to have been much more ſurprized if it 
% had not happened. You have cuckolded your- 
« ſelf, and got your *Prentice to ſtand Pimp.” 

Mr. Fillet finding he could get no other Satisfac- 

tion from his Father-in-law, he went home in the 
vtmolſt Rage againſt Fack, and gave him a ſound 
Drubbing for not 1inging the Bell at the critical 
Minute. What were you about, you Scoundrel, 
« at that Time? Was it your Curioſity that pre- 
«« vented you, or how do I know but you may have 
enjoyed my Wife too at that very Moment? [I 
&« ſay, why did not you ring the Bell?” To this 
Tune did Fack undergo a very ſevere Horſe-whip- 
ping, which was the bandſome Recampence his Ma- 
ſter had promiſed him m caſe he made any notable 
Diſcoveries. 
But we muſt leave ack to the Enjoyment of fo 
meritorious a Reward as an Informer, and Mr. Fil- 
let to the Contemplation of his Folly, to give an 
Eye to Dick, who is juſt hurried away unprovided 
with a Lodging, and who, if we do not look after 
him, may lie in the Street all Night. 


"CHAP. Xn. 


Toe Doubts.of a Hero excited by his Fears, Some 
. Reaſons for reſolving upon a longer Stay in London. 
Commences Spouter His ill Succeſs in bat Capa- 
city. Renews bis Acquaintance with Belvidera— 
it diſguſted at ber Lukewarmneſs in bis Couſe. 
Makes Acquaintance with the minor Aftors. Tha 
little Advantage he is likely to receive therefrom. 


WW HAT Step was now the moſt eligible for 
our Hero to take? He did not dare apply 


to his Father's Friend who had recommended him 
io Mr. Filet; there he imagined all his Diſgrace 


had 
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had ere this been publiſhed. To write to his Fa- 
ther, in order to reconcile Aﬀairs at Wrexham, he 
apprehended would be attended with many Incon- 
ventencies. Young Mr. Swallow was by this Time 
in eſſe, and the Affair was too recent for him to hope 
re-appearing, without ſome Apprehenſions of his 
Ungle carrying Matters to the mon Lengths by 
Why of Revenge for the Loſs of his Reputation in 
Pojnt of Chaſtity: Beſides he was of Opinion that 
Kate might be weak enough to recant her Depoſi- 
tion, notwithſtanding her Oath, and he was igno- 
rant what the Conſequence in that Reſpect might 
be. Though perhaps his Fears upon this Head 
were rather impregnated by Fancy than the Off- 
ſpring of Reality, yet as they were nurtured by In- 
clination and ſome other paſſionate Blandiſhments, 
it is not ſurprizing they appeared to him in their 
moſt formidable Dreſs. The Truth is, Dick had 
no Sort of Inclination to return to Wales : He had 
already given too great a Swing to his libertine 
Diſpoſition, to adopt a recluſe Life which would be 
rendered neceſſarily ſtill more referyed by his for- 


mer Slip; beſides there was ſomething that daz- 


zled his Fancy on the Score of Mrs. Fillet. Such a 
Conqueſt appeared to him not the mere Effect of 
Accident and her Huſband's Folly ; he could dif- 
cover no ſmall Portion of Merit on his Side, which 
had determined her Election. 

He had alſo learn: that the Dramatic Heroine 
with whom he had been ſo fortunate upon the Road 
from Wales, was arrived in Town, and was actual- 
ly engaged at Drury-lane Houſe. This created in 
him a Variety of thoughts which he endeavoured 
to turn to his Advantage: He at firſt conceived a 
Notion of coming himſelf upon the Stage, and pre- 
vailing upon her to recommend him to the Mana- 
Ber; and te this End he had already commenced. a 

| Member 
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Member of a ſpouting Club near Temple- Bar, 
where he had attempted ſome of the principal 
Speeches in Hamlet, Othello, Faffier, Caſlalio, Cha- 
mont, Romeo, and many other of the capital tragi- 
cal Chracters: But it muſt be owned the Applauſe 
he met with from the Reſt of the Members of the 
Club, was ſo far from enhancing his Vanity upon 
this Score, that he had the Mortification to find 
that the ſtrong Welſ Pronunciation he retained 
was objeQed to by them all, even by ſome Scotch 
and Iriſp Spouters, whoſe diſagreeable Brogues 
Dick thought much worſe than his own. His auk- 
ward Action was pronounced another Obſtacle to 
his Succeſs in the tragic Walk, and it was univer- 
ſally agreed that he would never tread the Stage 
with any Sort of Eaſe and Gracefulneſs. 

It was not, however, till after repeated Attempts 
that Dick gave up all Hopes of ſucceeding as an 
ARor ; and even then he conſidered the Stage as 
an Object that might be inſtrumental in making his 
Fortune, and his Belvidera he imagined might be 
the indirect Means of putting five or ſix hundred 
Pounds that Winter into his Pocket. On this 
preſumption he had no ſooner found out where ſhe 
lodged, than he waited upon. her. She received 
him very politely, deſired him to breakfaſt, and 
begged him to repeat bis Viſits, which Invitation 
he failed not to profit of, and in a few Days he ac- 
quainted her with the Plan of a new Comedy 
which he had ſketched, the principal Part where- 
of he propoſed writing for her. He had already 

ut together ſome of the principal Speeches which 
fe begged of her to repeat in order to find what Ef- 
fe& they would have when gracefully delivered. 
She indulged him with the Repetition, but at the 
ſame time obſerved, that though they contained an 


infinite Deal of Wit, and an immoderate Share of 
. : t 
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the Vis Comica, ſhe was apprehenſive ſhe ſhould 
never have the Honour of repeating them on the 
Stage, as ſhe did not believe the Manager would 
ever let her play a capital Part in Comedy, her 
walk being chiefly confined to Tragedy. This In- 
formation did not a little difconcert Diet in the 
Plan of his Drama, as he had thrown together the 
Quinteſſence of all his bright Thoughts in this co- 
mic Dialogue, which made him the more fanguine 
for the Repreſentation of his Piece : But he told 
her, if ſhe could have Influence enough upon the 
Manager to get him to bring it on this Winter, he 
would not only make her a handſome Preſent out 
of the Profits, but would certainly write a Traged 
againſt the next Winter, the Heroine of which 
ſhould be entirely adapted to her Powers, in order 
to diſplay them to the greateſt Advantage. 

Notwithſtanding theſe advantageous and flatter- 
ing Propoſals, Beluidera could not be prevailed upon 
to undertake the Commiſſion, judicioufly obſerving, 
„that the greateſt Recommendation of the Piece 
« would be its own Merit; and that though ſhe 
« were to give it the higheſt of Characters, Mr. 
6 - would certainly judge for himſelf, and 
« that it would ftand or fall by its own intrinſic 
«© Worth.“ 

Though Dick could not help approving the Rec- 
titude of her Obſervation, he was a good Deal diſ- 
appointed in finding his Belvidera ſo luke warm in 
his Cauſe: And though her perſonal Charms had 
hitherto compleatly triumphed over his Ohaſtity, 
and he had ſworn to her he thought her the fineſt 
and moſt accompliſhed Woman he ever met with, 
he began now to diſcern many Defects in her Per- 
ſon and Underſtanding : In the firſt Place, he dif- 
covered ſhe was very illiterate, was not only ig- 
aorant of all the dead Languages, but frequently 

made 
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made grammatical Miſtakes even in the Engli/h 3 
and looking over her Letters, he perceived ſhe was 
not entirely faulileſs in Point of Orthography ; and 
having ſcrutinized her mental Accompliſhments, or 
rather Deficiencies, he now deſcended to her cor- 
poreal ones; that the Caſt with her Eye, which he 
had hitherto conſidered as an atnorous Leer, he 
could find out upon a cloſer Examination was an 
abſolute Squint : That her Noſe was ſomewhat a- 
wry, and too prominent ; that her under Lip was 


.extra-proportionably thicker than the upper ; that 


her Teeth, though white, were not regular ; that 
her - Complexion, which he had hitherto 
conſidered as the Brunette, was ſwarthy; and that 
the Roſes of her Cheeks were but artificial Flow- 
ers. Not content with the Analyſis of her Face; 
her Neck, her Breaſts, nay all her latent Charms, 
underwent the ſame inveſtigation, and were all 
proportionably diminiſhed in their Eſtimation. In 
a Word, the amiable, the lovely, the irreſiſtable 
Belvidera, was become the inſipid, diſguſting nau- 
ſeating Mrs. e | p 
- Thus did the mental as well as corporeal Accom- 
pliſhments of the Heroine fall a Victim to Dick's 
preſumptuous Opinion of his own Talents. This 
reſumptuous Opinion did nat-confine his Plan of 
Dodtations to her alone; he aſſociated with moſt of 
the minor Players ef both- Theatres at their great 


Rendezvous in Rufſel-Street ; Here he reſorted al- 
moſt e ery Evening, and ſoon acquired as good a 


Knack at Punning and Mimickry as any of the Imi- 
tators of Forte and Wilkinſon. He attended all their 
theatrical Debates and Conteſts, and there was not 
the ſmalleſt Circumſtance of Dramatic Spandal he 
was unacquainted with. When one Aﬀtor chal- 


lenged another for an Inſult, and he anſwered it 


like a true Hibernian, with telling him, / he would 


% not 
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© not fight him, but he would break his Head 
«© wherever he met him,” Dick enjoyed every 
Comment that was made by every ſelf-1mportant 
AQor upon ſo intereſting a Subject. 

But all theſe Diſputes and Altercations never 
brought Dick one Whit nearer the Obje& of his 
Deſires, and though he was in the Center of AQti- 
on, he was likely to remain as much an uncon- 
cerned Spectator as ever. 


CHAP. XIIL 
Dick is taken in by Sharpers. , The Diſcovery he af- 


terwards makes. Some uſeful Knowledge very ne- 
cefſary for every yourg Gentleman who would not be 
cheated, and is not inſiructed in the gambling My- 
fteries of this Metropolis. 


D ICA trolling one Evening towards Charing- 
O ( whilſt his Plan of Operations ſtill re- 
mained in this undetermined State) was attracted by 
the Number of Lamps which he perceived in a Bow 
Window in a Coffee-houſe up one Pair of Stairs : 
He went in, and found a Number of Perſons whoſe 
anxious Countenances all 1 Intereſt and 
Connexions with the various Turns of Fortune 
which here revolved. This was the Temple of 
that Goddeſs, who was worſhipped under the Form 
of two Ivory Balls that rolled upon a Table covered 
with Green Cloth, and which were puſhed back- 
ward and forward with certain ſhaped Sticks. It 
were needleſs, after this, to ſay this was a Billiard 
Room ; Dick ſaw Bank Notes circulate, and Gui- 
neas inceſſantly fly acroſs the Table : He had never 
diſcovered in himſelf an Itch for Play before, and 
he certainly would have been inticed to have par- 
took of the Sport, if the State of his Pocket had 
not 
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not prevented him. This Party ſoon ended, and a 
Perfon dreſſed like a military Man taking up a 
Mace, enquired if any one choſe to play a Game; 
Dick, who had been reckoned a tolerable Proficient 
at this Game at Denbigh, accepted the Challenge, 
and they ſet to for a Shilling. Our Hero won the 
firſt ive Games, without his Antagoniſt's ever get- 
ting above ſive or ſix of the Game. Notwithſtand- 
ing this Diſparity in their Play, his Antagoniſt was 
ſtill deſirous of increaſing the Sum he played for: 
Dick, who had never won ſo much Money in his 
Life, though he had frequently conquered thoſe 
who played with him for many a Gallon of 7/16 
Ale, was eaſily prevailed upon to double his Betts: 
he was ſtill ſucceſsful, and increaſed his Gain to 
twenty-five Shillings, when he was deſirous of 


leaving off, A By-ſtander, who had loſt nearly as 


many Pounds as Dic+ had won Shillings, broke out 
into an Exclamation which was quite unintelligible 
at this Time to Dick: By G-, Sir, ſaid he (to 
% his Antagoniſt) you are able to give him ſix, if 
« you had a Mind to win.” This Aſſeveration ap- 
peared very ridiculous to Richard, who could not 
conceive any one would Joſe his Money deſignedly: 


However, now playing for Half-a-Guinea each 


Game, our Hero found his Antagoniſt improved in 
his Play proportionably to the Sum he played for, 
and having loſt three 3 ſucceſhvely he threw 
down his Stick and would play no. more. Dich 
found the Perſon who bad loft his Money, and had 


diſcontinued betting againſt him for thoſe laſt three 


Games, more outrageous than ever, and taking 
Richard aſide, told him if be had continued laying on, 
Things would not have taken that Turn. But this 
had no Effect upon Dick, who ſtill imagined that 
if he had continued playing on, Fortune would 


have favoured him again as much as it had at - ; 
| n 


THE PARASITE 67 


And in this Opinion Dic+ reſolved to raiſe as much 
Caſh as he poſſibly could, and retnrn the next 
Night, which he accordingly did; and having re- 
newed the Party, the Perfon who had backed bim 
the Night before, and had won twenty-five Gui- 
neas thereby, adviſed him to play for five Guineas a 
Game and he would go in his Halves. Had Dick 
ventured upon ſuch a Sum at firſt, and loſt only one 
Game, it would nearly have exhauſted his whole 
Capital, ſo that he could not, with all the Rhetoric 
that was uſed on the Side of his Backer, be prevailed 
upon to play for more than a Guinea, and this was 
vpon Condition of his Friend's going half. 

Dick was beat four Games ſucceſſively, his Part- 
ner ſtill applauding his great Play, and imputing 
their ill Succeſs to bad Luck; at Length he found 
he had no more Money left, and he thought it was 
Time to diſcontinue. Our Hero was a good deal 
mortified at his Loſs, and more eſpecially as the 
Money had been produced by pledging his beſt 
Cloaths : however, he found that, notwithſtanding 
his Misfortane, Nature required ſome Suſtenance, 
and having eat nothing ſince Breakfaſt, it was ne- 
ceſſary to repair to a neighbouring Houſe, in order 
togain ſome Refreſhment. He was ſhewn into a 
Room, when having ordered a Beef-ſtake, he pre- 
ſently overheard his late Antagoniſts in the next 
Apartment, which was divided from that wherein 
he was only by a temporary Partition; and liſten- 
ing, he preſently heard his pretended Friend and 
Partner in his Diſtreſſes, in very familiar Con- 
yerſation with the Perſon who had won their 
Money. This greatly ſurprized him, as they had 
appeared entire Strangers to each other at the Bil- 
liard Table. Dick's Curiofity being fthus doubly 
excited, he caught every Syllable that paſſed be- 
tween them: He ſoon found that the Topic of 
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Converſation was neither more nor Jeſs than the 


' Diviſion of his Money That his pretended Friend, 


after having received back what he had in Part 
paid his Antag-niſt, laid Claim to a Moiety of the 
five Guineas which Dick had actually loſt ; a Diſ- 
pute aroſe hereupon, and the Diviſion of twenty- 
five Guineas which were won by Dick's Antago- 
niſt's betting the Night before, was now brought 
upon the Carpet. The Perſon who won the Mo- 
ney pretended he had received but 20 Guineas ; 
whereas the Loſer had publickly declared his loſing 

This Controverſy produced a Recapitulation 
of all their former Combinations; in which were 
enumerated many Stratagems they had uſed to 
take in young Fellows, by playing together in Qua- 
lity of Strangers; one dropping into a Billiard- 
Room ſome Time after another, and betting with 
Bye-ſtanders, who were ſure to loſe which ever 
Side they took, by making imaginary W agers one 
with another, and prevailing upon a third Perſon to 
go Half with one them ; whenever they Joſt by 
paying in Money ſhort of Weight; by always pre- 
tending to be without Silver, in Caſe of loſing a 
Bett, and thereby, in a Scarcity of Change, fre- 
quently avoiding the Payment; by ſinking their 
Play when any Perſon unacquainted with it came 
in, and in this Manner impoſing themſelves upon 
him for bad Players, in order to obtain Odds, 
when they were able to give them; by referring 
any Diſpute to each other, and by this Means be- 
ing ſure of a Deciſion in their Favour; by laying 
Wagers, and putting the Money into one of their 
Hands to hold Stakes, and afterwards by Quibble 
and Stratagem ſo perplexing the Argument as to 
_ it impoſſible ever to be decided, c. c. OW. 

c. Ce. 


Such 
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Such a Scene of Villainy was here laid open to 
Dick, that his Blood boiled with Ire and Revenge 
to make an Example of Two ſuch Villains: But 
ignorant of the proper Method of bringing them 
to Juſtice, and unwilling to appear in the Charac- 
ter of an Informer, he was obliged to leave them till 
to prey upon the ignorant and unwary. He never- 
theleſs wrote an anonymous Letter to a certain po- 
pular Magiſtrate, giving him Information of the 
Diſcovery he had made, with a Deſcription of their 
Perſons, and added the Names he had learned they 
went by. But this Letter had no Effect; and he 
had the Mortification to be informed, by a Perſon 
who was acquainted with the Juſtice, that he never 
paid any Attention to anonymous Informations, 


CHAP. XIV. 


Dick makes A:quaintance with an Half-pay Officer — 
Frequents genteel Ordinaries, and gets into good 
Company. Some Cbaradters (real or imaginary) 
attempted by his Conductor. | 


T HOUGH Dick looked upon the Diſcovery 
he had juſt made as well worth the Money 
he had paid for it, yet the Draught was at preſent 
ſo ill-timed and inconvenient, that he would at this 
JunQure willingly have returned the Knowledge 
he had gained to have been repoſſeſſed of his Five 
Guineas, which he really ſtood in great Need of, 
and the more ſo, as the Quarrel which he had taken 
occaſion to create with Beluidera, upon her Refu- 
ſal to turn Agent in regard to his Embryo Co- 
medy, had thrown him intirely upon his own Hands 
for Board and Maintenance ; whereas before this 
Rupture he was a conſtant Gueſt at her Table, 
Breakfaft, Dinner and Supper: And indeed, we 

may 
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may look upon the Intruſions he made upon her 
Good-nature and Generoſity ſo ill requited, as the 
firſt Step Diet took in his Career towards 
Pareſitiſm. 

Though he had loſt the Produce of his beſt Coat 
at Billiards, he was ſtill in Poſſeſſion of a tolerable 
decent Suit; and Dick, who picked up Maxims 
faſter than he did Patients, “ was reſolved to keep 
„good Company as long as he was able; Tom 
« Dapperwit having always averred, that there 
„ was neither Honour nor Profit to be reaped 
& from poor Folks.” To this End then Dick who 
took upon him a medicinal Title, frequented 
the beſt Ordinaries at the polite End of the Town, 
and being introduced at a certain Coffee-houle near 
Daſlle-Strect, he eat Soup with Officers of Rank, 
and more than once had the Honour to dine with a 
crazy Baronet. 

Dick, who had no ſmall Share of natural Curio- 
ſity, was very deſirous of being acquainted with the 
Characters of his Fellow-Gueſts; and his Introduc- 
tor, who was an Halt-pay Lieutenant, and whoſe 
Spleen and Ill- nature were proportionably increaſed 
with the Diminution of his Pay, was glad of fo fa- 
vourable an opportunity ef indulging his molt gra- 
tifying Paſſion. 

Sir (ſaid he to Dick) that Perſon whom you 
«6 perceive at the Head of the Table has preſided 
% here theſe Twenty Years : He is an old Major 
& of Invalids, who looks upon every Man outof the 
% Army with Contempt and Seorn, and has more 
& than once deſired the Maſter of the Houſe to 
& admit of no other Gueſts to this Ordinary but 
& ſuch as were military Men, as we might be 
& ſure of being in Company with none but Gen- 


5 tlemen ; but from the Sample of his 3 — 
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&« chuſes to have as little to do with them as 
« poſſible.” 

« How, Sir (ſaid Dick) does he think the other 
« Three genteel Profeſſions do no confer that Ti- 
« tle as much as the Sword ?—l am pretty certain 
« there are as good Gentlemen of the Church and 
« the Faculty as any the Army can boaſt.” 

] do not doubt it, Doctor (replied the Officer): 
« But fofily, or he will overhear us; for though he 
« pretends to be deaf, it is only an Artifice of his 
“ to gain a Knowledge of People's Sentiments of 
« him, without being ſuppoſed to know what they 
utter. It was but the other Day he had a Wai- 
ter turned away, for ſaying in a low Whiſper, 
« which he nevertheleſs heard, This old Fellow twill 
* never have done eating. He begins the firſt, and 
* ends the laſt. 

% The Perſon who fits next him is a French Re- 
* fagee, who came over here 40 Years ago for 
e the Sake of Religion, though he has never been 
4 to Church ſince his Arrival. He complains al- 
« ways of the Want of Appetite, yet he is fure to 
« devour the niceſt Bits of every Diſh that paſſes 
« him; and when his Plate is too much filled to 
« hold any more, it he eſpies the Breaſt or Wing 
« of a Fowl or Turkey, which he thinks he can 
« demoliſh, he calls for an auxiliary Plate, that 
te it may remain a Corps de Reſerve tor the Sup- 
© plement of his Appetite. By this Means it of- 
© ten happens that we at the lower End of the Ta- 
ce ble never get a Taſte of any Diſh that is better 
e than common, whillt he turns away more than 
“ would ſerve three or four But ſtay, Sir, we ſhall 
& ſtand a bad Chance for a Bit of that Goole, if 
« we do not make Intereſt with the Waiter before 
it goes by him again.“ 

So intereſting an Operation for ſame time ä 
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ed their Thoughts from the Characters of the 
Gueſts to the Taſte of the Victuals, as their Atten- 
tion had hitherto been intirely taken up with 
Soup and the two Monopoliſts. 

When the Subaltern had repaſted himſelf as 
much as he could upon the Fragments which de- 
ſcended from the upper End of the Table, he re- 
newed his Deſcription of the Characters of the dif- 
ferent People about him. The Perſon who ſits 
& on your Right- hand (ſaid he to Dick) dreſſed in 
6 that tawdry Suit of laced Cloaths, was a few 
« Months fince a common Soldier in the African 
« Company's Service: His Story is ſomething ſin- 
« gular. About two Years ago he came over from 
& Treland, upon the Demiſe of his Father; and in- 
« fteadof applying the Legacy which was bequeath- 
« ed him in the Purchaſe of a Commiſſion, be laid 
« jt out in Monmouth-Street in Second-hand Em- 
« broidery and a blue Feather, which he wore in 2 
«« Hat laced with Gold Point d'Eſpagne, In this 
« Dreſs he walked about Town and frequented 
« public Places, till all his fine Cloaths, not forget- 
« ting his Hat, returned to their primitive Station ; 
« and having in vain repeatedly importuned his 
« Brother, who reſided in /reland, to furniſh him 
«« pecuniary Aſſiſtance, in a Fit of Deſpair he re- 
„ paired to an Agent's Office near the Change, and 
„ liſted for a Soldier in the African Service. He 
“ ſoon after ſet Sail with the other Recruits raiſed 
for the Protection of the Company's Settlements 
« upon the Coaſt of Guinea, where he arrived af- 
« ter a long and diſagreeable Voyage, which his 
« Conſtitution ſo ill ſuited with, that he was vio- 
&« lently afflifted with the bloody Flux. He was 
6“ ſtill confined by Hineſs in the Hoſpital, when a 
Letter of Advice came tothe commanding 


& Officer to diſmiſs him, his Brother having ** 
* the 
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te the very day he ſet ſai] from England; and he be- 
© coming poſſeſſed of fifteen hundred Pounds a 
« Year, his Brother's Executors had purchaſed his 
« Liberty, and obtained his Recal. Accordingly 
« he was brought out of the Hoſpital, and being 
« cleanſed and cloathed in decent Apparel he was 
e placed at the Captain's Table, who till then was 
© unacquainted with the Connexions of his late 
Soldier and preſent Gueſt. He was now ac- 
© commodated in the beſt Manner the Fort would 
&* allow; and having in ſome meaſure recovered 
&« his Health, he returned to England on board the 
*« firſt Ship that ſailed for Europe. He has ſince re- 
© ſumed his former ridiculous Appearance; and 
i notwithſtanding his apparent Frugality in many 
6 Reſpects, ſtill continuing to purchaſe all his 
6 Cloths Second-hand, eating at Ordinaries, and 
© living in a Garret, he is nevertheleſs ſo contra- 
« dictorily extravagant upon various Occaſions, 
« particularly with regard to the Ladies of Plea- 
“ ſure, to whom he is one of the greateſt Dupes 
“now about Town, that it will not be ſurpriſing 
„jf ina few Years we ſee him in the ſame miſe- 
„ rable State from whence the Death of his Bro- 
* ther releaſed him, without having done one Act 
that reflected honour upon himſelf, or tended to 
* the good of Mankind. 

The little black Man who ſits oppoſite to you 
(continued Richard's friend) is a Frenchman, 
though he difowns his Country, and ſays he is a 
* Swiſs : Neither will he acknowledge that he is a 
* Jeſuit, though it is well known by many that he 
belongs to that Order. He came over in the 
Character of Maſter of Languages; and though 
* he is ignorant of every Tongue in Europe funda- 
* mentally, he had the Art of infinuating himſelf, 
** by Means of the Recommendation of foreign 
VoI. I. E «© Miniſters, 
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« Miniſters, to whom he rendered himſelf very 
« uſeful in different Reſpe&s, in many good Fa- 
c milies. However he ſoon loſt his Credit in this 


Capacity; for Three of his Female Scholars 


„ eloped in Six Months, Two were then pregnant, 
« and one is now in Keeping by a Foreigner of 
Diſtinction. If he could no longer act in the 
« Character of Maſter of Languages, his Talents 
in the other Vocation, were become ſo famous, 
© that he had more Buſineſs upon his Hands than 
ehe could execute himſelf; ſo that he was obliged 
© to employ Two Aſſiſtants, to whom he allowed 
« proper Stipends. He has had the Honour of pimp- 
ing for Perſons of the firſt Rank, and is ſuppoſed 
© to have transferred as many Maidenheads to the 
« Nobility as he is now poſſeſſed of India Bonds. 
6 He has, however, drawn upon himſelf the Aver- 
c ſion of many, even amongſt his Employers : For 
ce though they approved his Dexterity as a Bawd, 
& they could not help deſpiſing the Pander; add 
< to this the Reſentment of the Relations of thoſe 
« Females whom he has been the Inſtrument of 
c deluding ; ſo that he frequently meets with Af- 
« fronts, which he very philoſophically paſſes over; 
« and notwithſtanding he has been more than once 
< refuſed admittance at Court, he fill perſiſts in 
“% making his Appearance there.“ GY 

By theſe Means Dick ſoon became acquainted 
with the Character of every remarkable Perſonage 
who frequented this Ordinary ; ſo that though he 
had at firſt reſorted hither in the Expectation of aſ- 
ſociating with good Company, he found he was 
greatly miſtaken; and that in Point of Eating, it 
was but a mere Tautalus's Meal, which the Preſident 
and ſtaunch Members took particular Care ſhould be 
only a viſual Regale. He communicated his Senti- 


ments vp on this Head to his Conductor, who, _ 
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the CharaQers he had drawn, was compelled to ac- 

uieſce with him in theſe Sentiments; and it was 
reſolved that they ſhould the next Day go in Pur- 
ſuit of better Chear, if not better Company. 


CENT ;:AV. 


A Deſcription of the Gueſts of a certain Ordinary 
= Soho, and the Reaſon of Dick's quitting it. 


GREEABLE to their Reſolution they 
changed their foraging Quarters the next 

Day, being informed of the beſt Ordinary in Lon- 
don, in a Street leading to Sohe-Sguare. This News 
was the more agreeable to Dick and his Friend, as 
it might have been ſaid they were fairly ſtarved out 
of their former Meſs. Thither then they accord- 
ingly repaired, preciſely at Three o' Clock, when 
they and the Soup entered together. At the Head 
of the Table ſat a luſty Woman, who ſeemed to 
be the beſt and moſt promiſing Sign the Houſe 
could have, as ſhe was really the Emblem of Plen- 
ty. On one Side of her ſat a Man aged about 
Sixty-four, to whom ſhe appeared to pay her great- 
eſt Attention. She called him Captain, which car- 
ried a Sort of Conviction to Dick that he had no 
puny Appetite ; however, bis carbuncled Face and 
Deficiency of Teeth rendered the Opinion proble- 
matical, at leaſt for ſome Time: But every Doubt 
upon this Head was ſoon removed, when after 
Three Plates of Soup, about a Pound of Boullic, 
half a Fowl, and a couple of Flounders, he order- 
ed a clean Plate for an additional Proviſion of Ap- 
ple-pye. But if he ſo earneſtly and warmly compli- 
mented the Diriner, by paying ſuch profound Re- 
ſpect to every Diſh, he was not without his Inter- 
vals of complaining at the Loſs of Appetite (which 
E 2 certainly 
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certainly could not be ill-grounded ere he had fin ſh- 


ed)} as well as at the Agony of the Stone, and a- 
pologizing for the Diſturbance he occaſioned, by 
being obliged to riſe Five Times, in order to at- 
tempt an urinary Evacuation. So that making pro- 
per Allowances for theſe Intervals and Interruptions, 
it cannot be alledged that he loſt much Time in 
his Performance, conſidering that Dinner was in- 
tirely removed in about an Hour. 

Oppoſite to the Captain ſat a Man, whoſe rue- 
ful Countenance, and tarniſhed laced Cloaths, be- 
ſpoke him a Foreigner of no Diſtinction. It ſeems 
he was Valet de Chambre to a certain foreign Mi- 
niſter, who keeps all his Servants upon Board Wa- 
ges, becauſe he is not able to pay for their eating 


at home, and has loſt all his Credit with his Ba- 


ker and Butcher. This Domeſtic (who was never- 
theleſs equipped with a Sword, and was ſaid to be 
a dreadful Man with that Weapon) though he was 
oppoſite in Point of Situation to the Captain, was 
very far from being ſo in Point of Eating. He ra- 
ther demonſtrated what the Captain had been able 
to perform "Twenty Years before, when the rack- 
ing Pains of the Stone and the urinary Calls no-way 

revented him paying his intire Devotions at the 
Altar of Gluttony. This exotic Bolter was compu- 
ted to be a Five Peund Man, without Sauce or A- 
cids. He was a profeſſed Ordinary-Breaker : He had 
cauſed Two Eating-Houſes to be ſhut up within a 
Week, had been bought off from a third, and was 
actually in Treaty with Dic#'s preſent Landlady for 
Two Dozen of Wine, never to ſhew his Dexterity 
there again. This Information ſhe gave the Co- 
pany after his Departure, and at the ſame time 
hinted ſhe was a conſiderable Loſer by the Captain; 
but that ſhe ſhould tolerate him, as, according to 
the Height of his Diſorder and the Courſe of Na- 


ture, 
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ture, he could not live many Months; and that he 
had as good as promiſed her he ſhould not forget 
her in his Will. —— He died within the Time, but 
forgot to ſubjoin his Codicil. 


Dick's Curioſity was now excited to know who 


the little Foreigner in Black that ſat oppoſite to 
him might be; which the Landlady very readily 
gratified, by drawing his Picture in a few Words. 
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He was originally in Monk's Orders; but having 
an Intrigue with a Nun, which was diſcovered, 
he and his Miſtreſs were obliged to make their 
Eſcape out of France, leſt the Laws of that Coun- 
try ſhould have been inflicted upon them for their 
Indiſcretion. They took Refuge in Holland, 
where ſhe exerted her Talents as an Afrefs, and 
in that Capacity attracted the Attention of a rich 
Burgo-maſter, who took her into Keeping, and 
ſhe allowed him a certain Sum to live upon; not 
being contented with her Bounty, in endeavour- 
ing to make her increaſe it, a Quarrel aroſe, in 
which ſuch Abuſe paſſed on his Side, as his Mi- 
ſtrefs would never forgive: So that after repeat- 
ed Intreaties, he found himſelf under the Ne- 
ceſſity of decamping, as he had no longer any 
Credit at Amſterdam, and as all his Money and 
moſt of his Cloaths had long ſince been diſpoſed 
of, Ina word, he thought proper to come over 
to England, where he was for ſome time in the 
utmoſt Indigence; but changing his Religion, 
the Committee of the French Refugees allow- 
ed him a ſmall Support till ſuch time as he 
could get into ſome Kind of Buſineſs. He at 
length obtained the Place of French Teacher at 
a Boarding School ſome Miles from London, He 
was now enabled to make a more decent Appear- 
ance ; and falling into Company with a Girl who 
was tired of remaining any longer in a Virgin 
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State, he eaſily prevailed upon her to marry. 
Thovgh ſhe brought him no other Dower than 
her Perſon, he thought proper to give out that 
his Wife was an Heireſs; and in this Preſump- 
tion he todk a genteel Houſe at the polite End 
of the Town, though he did not intirely give 
up his Profeſſion ; for he endeavoured to gain 
Scholars and Boarders. But this Plan ſucceeded 
ſo ill, that he ſoon found himſelf compelled to 
quit his Houſe, and leave the Furniture to pay 
his Rent and his Creditors. His Wife finding 
Things take ſo diſagreeable a Turn, and that 
her Huſband, who had impoſed himſelf upon 
her for a Man of Fortune, was little better than 
a Beggar, ſhe thought it was time to ſtudy her 
Intereſt rather more than her Duty ; and con- 
ſulting her Glaſs, ſhe perceived fuch Charms 2s, 
properly employed, might ſet her above Want. 
An Opportunity ſoon occurred ; and a certain 
Scotch Peer ſoon after taking Notice of her at 
Ranelagh, found Means to have a Conference 
with her; in which he made her ſuch Propoſals, 
as ſhe thought it would be imprudent for her at 
prefent to refuſe, A Lodging was taken for her, 


and my Lord repeated his Viſits, Her Huſbard 


immediately took the Alarm, and threatened a 
Proſecution for Crim. Con. But his Reſentment 
was ſoon ſtifled by an Agency from his Lordſhip, 
with 200 J. ready Money, or Security for an An- 
nuity of 50. a Year for his Life. 'The Sight 
of the Money was too alluring ; he bad never 
ſeen ſuch a Sum before, and he fairly gave up 
all his Pretenſions to his Wife for the Enjoyment 
of the Gold. Fluſhed with his Succeſs, and ima- 
gining his Fortune was now made, without the 
Poſſibility of that Jade's ever turning her blind 


Side to him again, he went that very Afternoon 
and 
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and beſpoke a Couple of Suits of laced Cloaths, 


and as many plain ones: He then repaired to an 
adjacent Tavern, and ordered an elegant Din- 
ner, enquired of the Porter for the fineſt Girl 
he had upon his Liſt, and was preſently waited 
upon by her. They regaled themſelves toge- 
ther ; and after Dinner ſhe was enquired for by 
a Perſon, who ſhe ſaid was a Clergyman, and 
her own Brother. The little Frenchman's Po- 
liteneſs would not let him wait a Moment for an 
Invitation to make one of the Party. He ran 
dows himſelf, and brought him immediately to 
his Siſter, whom the Eccleſiaſtic had not ſeen, 
according to her Account, for many Months, 
having been in the Ve Indies, where he made 
his Fortune by marrying a rich Widow, Such 


powerful Recommendations failed not to impoſe 


upon the Linguiit—Every thing the Parſon ſaid 
was Goſpel—every thing he propoſed was Law. 
Atlength a Party at Piquet was mentioned, and 
the Cards were almoſt as inſtantly produced. 
They began for a Bottle, and they ended for 
an Hundred Pounds, double or quit, which the 
little Frenchman loſt. It were needleſs to ſay this 
was the Price of his Wife, which he had received 
in the Morning, and that he was left Pennyleſs. 
The Lady who had favoured him with her Com- 
pany to Dinner being converted from her bad 
Courſes by the Preſence of her pious Brother, 
they retired together, and left the unhappy Lin- 
guiſt to lament his Fate and the Force of Reli- 
gion. 

Since that Time he has been compelled to 
drudge on in his former Vocation, his Wife ſtill 
remaining in his Lordſhip's Poſſeſſion, deſpiſed 
as much for his mean Condeſcenſion as his ex- 
travagant and credulous Folly.” 
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The German Valet ſet to Flight, the Captain de- 
funQ, and the little Frenchman conveyed to his Sum- 
mer Lodgings in the Marſhalſea, there was not one 
Member of the Ordinary left, except the Miſtreſs, 
who could converſe in the Zng/iſh Language: For 
the whole Company that now remained conſiſted 
of Two Baſs-Viols, Three Hautboys, T'wo Vio- 
lins, a French Horn, Three Kettle-Drums, and a 
Violoncello; and as Dick had not a Gu/to extrava- 
ganzo, or the niceſt Ear in the World for Muſic, 
he was rather tortured than raviſhed with ſo much 
Harmony, | | 


CHAP, XVI, 
A wery learned Exordium to a very fooliſh Diſcourſe 


— Which bowever becomes more ſerious, A Mu- 
10 A is conſirued into a NATIONAL Reflection: 
A Challenge enſues, Dick fights a Duel with a 
Scotch Officer —Behaves like himſelf, The Event, 


* Philoſopher's Stone has unſucceſsfully gra- 
velled the Brain of many p/eudo Philoſophers 
for ſome Ages, The Perpetual Motion has been in 
perpetual Agitation, without Cauſe or real Primum 
Mobile, for as many Centuries. The Longitude 
has fathomed the Intellects of all our Navigators, 
and proved the legiſlative Reſolution, if not legal, 
at leaſt i//-founded, Nor can all the Diſciples of 
Euclid, in or out of their Elements, ſquare the Cir- 
cle, and bring Mathematics to a Point, However 
arduous theſe Taſks may be, how much ſoever they 
may have foiled Alchymiſts, Navigators, and Ma- 
thematicians, they are eaſy, practicable, demon- 
ſtrative, when put in Competition with that great 


Arcanum which ſo many have attempted, without 
one 
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one ſucceeding, except it were in a retaliative Proof 
that is, to convince a Man be is a Fool. 

Who would have thought that Dick and the 
Captain would ever mutually have ſet about ſo dif- 
ficult an Attempt? Yet ſo it was, Dick having de- 
clared his Diſguſt to ſo much Muſic, and acciden- 
tally let drop that he never found ſuch a Quantity 
of Sound accompanied with much Senſe, the Cap- 
tain immediately took up the Cudgels in Defence 
of the harmonious World, and ſo bang'd Phyſic a- 
bout with Baſs-Viols, Hautboys, and Humſtrums, 
that he ſcarce left a Tye-Wig and a black Coat 
unmoleſted. It ſhould ſeem that the Captain, 
though a military Man, and ready to engage as a 
Volunteer in any Service, was fighting ſomewhat: 
out of his Sphere, and with Inſtruments not ſuf- 
ficiently warlike ; for he never, during the whole 
Argument, touched upon the Drum or blew the 
Trumpet. But this ſeeming Inconſiſtency will 
ſoon be removed, when it is known that though 
the Captain was not a profeſſed Muſician, yet he | 
profeſſed Muſic; that is, he could play Three 
Tunes upon the German Flute; and though he had ; 
no Voice, thought he had great Taſte in humming: | 
a Ballad. 

The Captain was urging his Point with much 
Vehemency, to prove that every Man that profeſ- | 
fed Phyſie muſt neceſſarily be a Fool, when Dick, | 
who found himſelf greatly diſtreſſed for want of 
Terms as well as Argument againſt the Performers 
of Muſic, was at length obliged to yield the Diſ- 
pute, and acknowledged, much againſt his Will, 
that there might be ſome ſenſible Men fond of 
Muſic. “ Ay (ſaid the Captain) not only ſenſi- 
ble, but great, heroic, brave, noble, generous, 
* patriotic Men; nay (continued he) it is impoſſi- 
ble to be ſo without having a proper Fandneſs . 
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* for that divine Art; and this is evinced by what 
* Shakeſpear lays: | 


© He that has not Muſic in his Soul 
& Is fit for Plots, Treaſon, and Rebellions,” 


« And yet (replied Dick with a Sneer) the Scotch 
« in Fifteen and Forty-five had no Manner of A- 
« verſion to it; on the contrary, they were rather 
“ fond of it, and are at this Hour all Bagpipers 
& to a Man.” | 
The Captain, who was himſelf a Scotchman, fired 
at this Inſult, as he thought it, upon his Country, 
aſked Dich with ſome Emphaſis, © Whether he 
& meant that as a national Reflection?“ „ What 
* (reſumed Dick) to be fond of Muſic? I thought 
© you eſteemed it a Virtue!” The military Gen- 
tleman turning upon his Heel, went home to his 
Lodging, and wrote the Doctor a Challenge, much 
in theſe Words: 


c 81 R, 
cc A® I preſume you ſtile yourſelf a Gentleman, 
60 


and in that Capacity you muſt think it be- 
* hoveth you to give Sutisfad ion to a Perſon of my 
«© Profeſſion, after ſo groſs an Inſult as you have 
& this Day given me, I ſhall expeQ to meet you 
* prepared To-morrow Morning in Hyde- Park by 


© the Cheeſe-Cake Houſe. 
« Your's till then, 


« ALEXANDER MACCAMPBELL,” 


Every Incident, however trivial, however dan- 
gerous, may, conſidered in a philoſophical Light, 
be turned to ſome Advantage. Now if this Diſ- 


pute had not happened, and the Challenge been 
| given, 
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given, I and the Reader might in all likelihoo1 
have been left in the Dark, with reſpect to the Cap- 


tain's Country and his Name. So that after having - 


been ſo long peſtered with his Nonſenſe, we might 
at length have dropped his Acquaintance, without 
ſo much as knowing who he was, or where he 
came from. | 

Now let us ſee how Dick behaves upon this Oc- 
caſion. I would, as a peaceable Man and a Philo- 
ſopher, adviſe him not to accept or anſwer the 
Challenge : But then as a Hero—as a Paraſite—as 
DickSwallow—Son of the Reverend Mr. Swallow — 
deſcended lineally from King Edgar—as a Gentle- 
man, and, what is ſtill more, as a Doctor, he can- 
not tamely put up with ſuch an Inſull—leſt he 
ſhould be taken by the Noſe in every Coffee-houſe 
in Town, and peremptorily declared and pro- 
nounced a Coward. 

Dick acted juſt as he ought to have done: He 
repaired to the Place of Rendezvous, took a Sword 
and a Brace of Piſtols with him, met the Captain, 
atter a Parley exchanged Two Balls with him, 
and was wounded in the Skirt of his Coat. There 
is Heroum for you! Who now dare diſpute Dick 
Swallow's being a Man of Courage — Who dare 
call the Doctor's Honour in queſtion ? 

A Man's Reputation being once eſtabliſhed, whe- 
ther he has killed his Man or no, he neceflarily and 
authoritatively aſſumes an Air of greater Importance 
—Dick Swallow looks big, and is complimented,, 
courted, and feared in proportion as his Counte- 
nance teſtifies Anger and Reſentment. The Cap- 
tain did not think Dick would have fought, and: 
fo he ſurpriz'd himſelf into a Duel: Now the Con- 
ſequence of this Combat was, that the Captain 
was very glad to make Dick his Friend again; and: 
though the Day before he thought it a national 
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Reflection for him to ſay, The Scotch played upon 
the Bagpipes, he would not now have thought it 
one had the Doctor averred, even in a phyſical 
Senſe, They were very expert at the Fiddle, No, 
ſo far from it, the Captain inſiſted upon Dic#'s 
dining with him; and though all Altercation might 
the Day before have been prevented, if the Cap. 
tain had choſen to have made uſe of his Penetration 
—T mean into Dick's Pocket, which, being defi- 
. cient of its proper Diapaſon, made him take ſuch 
a particular Diſguſt to Muſic ; I ſay, though the 
Captain did not then exert his Second-fighted Ta- 
lent, he thought it prudent now to avail himſelf 
of it, and ina ſeeming friendly Manner ſaid, Per- 
* haps Caſh is low; but I have ſome at your Ser- 
«6 vice.“ This Propoſal ſet every Thing to Rights. 
They went to Dinner at the old Place; and there 
was not any Inſtrument (Forks and Knives includ- 
ed) even in Dick's Opinion, out of Tune. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVII. 


Being the CHAPTER oF OECONOMY ; very pro- 
per to be read by all Prodigals and Spendthrifts— 
but earne/ily recommended to be paſſed over by every 
Reader who can ſuſpect himſelf tinctured with the 
ſmalleſt Degree of Penury or Covetouſneſs ——N. 
B. It is certain Poiſon to a Miſer. 


HE laſt Chapter ſufficiently proved, I think, 
, Dick's Courage and Heroiſm : So that | 
would have the Reader be very civil to him, and 
not cavil at any thing he may do or ſay, left he 
ſhould call.upon him in Hyde-Park, or behind Mon- 
tague-Houſe. To tell the Truth, I am a little afraid 
of him myſelf, now I have found him to be ſuch 
a ſpirited Fellow, and I wiſh I had fairly got rid of 
him with all my heart: For if I ſhould happen to 
ſay a Syllable too much or a Word too little, he 
may be for pointing with the end of his Sword, 
Anatomiſt-like, the neareſt Way to my Heart, or, 
what is ſtill worſe, in order to illuſtrate his new 
Treatiſe upon Gun-ſhot Wounds, he may think a 
half-ſtarved Author no unfit Object for trying the 
Force of that heavy Metal. Theſe Things being 
dyly conſidered, I wiſh the Doctor had never em- 
ployed me for his Biographer ; but as I have un- 
dertaken the Taſk, I muſt go throvgh with it, let 
the Conſequence be what it will. 

I think we left the Doctor going to Dinner, af- 
ter having taken a Whet of Honour in Hyde-Park, 
which was, however, an Object of ſo much Con- 
ſequence that he could not ſtay to Breakfaſt, and 
which did not fail giving him a higher Reliſh for 
the enſuing Repaſt. But I am ſorry to be obliged 


ta remember that Dick had no Money in his Pocket, 
ſave 
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ſave the Compliment Captain Maccampbell made 
him in going along; and if we are to take into Con- 
ſideration the uſual Extent of a Half-pay Lieute- 
nant's Purſe, we cannot ſuppoſe this Compliment 
would far exceed the neceſſary Expence of dining. 
Now that great Evil attending Humanity called 
Eating would in all Likelihood prevail the next 
Day, and it will be expedient we ſhould find Ways 
and Means for raiſing the neceſſary Supplies. 

He retired to Refl with a heavy Heart, reſolving 
not to riſe the next Day till he had hit upon ſome 
Scheme for extricating himſelf from his preſent 
Difficulties. Dick's Imagination failed him for 
Fourteen Hours; and whilſt his inventive Powers 
were then performing Quarantine, the Houſe was 
under Debate whether ſome Accident had not hap- 
pened io the Doctor, as he commonly roſe pretty 
early, and had not yet been heard at One o'clock 
in the Afternoon. His Landlord conſulted with his 
Neighbour upon the Staircaſe what was proper to 
be done: For (ſaid he) if he ſhould have hanged 
e himſelf, and we break open the Door,,we may. 
« perhaps ſtill fave his Liſe But the reins ls, 
« Can we legally do it without the Aſſiſtance of a 
« Conſtable. ?“ This Debate, which he partly 
heard, as the Conference was held at his Door, ad- 
ded to a very ſharp Appetite, prompted him to riſe 
and examine the preſent State of his Finances ; 
when lo | they appeared to conſiſt of the Sum of 
Two Pence One Halfpenny. He had, in the Courſe 
of his Ruminations, fully conſidered the Extent 
of his Wardrobe and Moveables,, without being a- 
ble to hit upon any Piece of Merchandize that 
would raiſe a Silver Sixpence, except what he had 
upon his Back —ſo that he was going to conclude 
this would neceſſarily be a Day of involuntary Faſt- 


ing. However, he at length recollected MO 
en. 
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been informed that there was a cheap Eating-houſe 
near Newgate-Street : He repaired thither, and diſ- 
covered it under the Title of Young Pontac's. He 
was (till apprehenſive that his Caſh would not ena- 
ble him to make a Regale here ; but upon Enquiry 
he found himſelf agreeably miſtaken, and was pre- 
ſently ſerved with a Meſs of Broth, and a Mutton- 
Chop, which, with Bread, amounted to no more 
than the Extent of his Pocket. 

Dick was highly pleaſed at having found out ſo 
cheap an Ordinary, and was reſolved as an Oecono- 
miſt to frequent it, even when ſuch abſolute Ne- 
ceſſity did not oblige him to take this Road, He 
accordingly reſorted here twice or thrice a Week, 
and picked up ſome ſaving Knowledge he was be- 
fore unacquainted with. An elderly luſty Man, 
tolerably genteel in his Dreſs, conſtantly meſſed 
with him. By his great Attention to the Goodneſs 
of the Halfpence and his Antipathy to the Bread 
the Houſe afforded, which induced him always to 
bring a Slice in his Pocket, Dick had a ſhrewd 
Suſpicion that he was a Man whoſe Circum- 
ſtances might enable him to live in a more ſatisfac- 
tory Manner ; and therefore had the Curiofity one 
Day, after he had made his Twopenny Dinner, to 
tollow him home. Dick ſaw him enter into one of the 
Inns of Court, and was informed by the Porter that he 
was an Iriſh Nobleman's Brother, who occupied the 
three Pair of Stairs Chamber, on Account, as he 
ſaid, of thereby avoiding any Noiſe over his Head: 
That he was reputed to have an Income of about 
Eight hundred Pounds a Year; yet he kept no Ser- 
vant, nor would be troubled with the Laundreſs of 
the Inn; ſo that it was ſuppoſed he had not had a 
Fire in his Chambers for Seven Years that he had 
occupied them, in which Time they had never un- 
dergone a Cleaning: That his Waſher-woman 

gave 
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gave him the Character of a great Oeconomiſt, as 
he never wore but one Shirt a Week; and in Sum- 
mer, when his Brother was out of Town (at whoſe 
_ Houſe he conſtantly dined when his Lordſhip was in 
London) he ſhifted but once a Fortnight : That he 
employed no other Taylor than the Occupier of 
the Stall at the Corner of the Lodge, who had a- 
verred that he had pieced his Breeches ſeven times: 
That his Peruke-maker kept a Shop in Middle- 
Row : And that he performed the Office of Shoe- 
black himſelf. 

This aſtoniſhing Inſtance of Frugality did not fail 
to make Dick look back upon his former Condud@ in 
the higheſt Point of Prodigality ; and ſince he found 
Noblemen's Brothers ſuch conſtant Gueſts at Pon- 
tac s, he was reſolved to get the better of an over- 
keen Appetite, and devote but Two Pence Halfpen- 
ny a Day for his Dinner. 

Notwithſtanding this new Plan of Oeconomy 
which Dic adopted, we do not find that he propor- 
tionably enriched himſelf, either in Pocket or Fleſh: 
On the contrary, from a tolerable good Habit of 
Body, which he had acquired by his former plen- 
teous Living for ſome Months, he was grown thin, 
looked wan and pale, and every Perſon that he met, 
whom he was acquainted with, aſked him if he was 
not ill. At the ſame Time, with all this Parſimo- 
ny, his Finances ſeldom exceeded a Shilling; ſo 
that in deſpite of the noble Example which he had 
for ſome Time followed, Dick reſolved for the fu- 
ture to make a hearty Meal, as often as the State of 
his Pocket would allow, or his Addreſs in obtaining 
Admittance to a good Table would ſerve him for a 


Paſſport. 


Indulge, and to thy Genius freely give: 


For, not to live at Eaſe, is not to live: 
, | Death 


* 
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Death ſtalks behind thee, and each flying Hour 
Does ſome looſe Remnant of thy Life devour. 
Live while thou liv'ſt ; for Death will make us 


all 
A Name—a Nothing—but an Old Wife's Tale. 


Theſe Lines, which Dick met with in the Spec- 
tetor, tranſlated from Perus, had perhaps more In- 
fluence over his future paraſitical Conduct, than e- 
ven the mortifying Salutations upon the Score of 
Sickneſs which he frequently met with, or the Dan- 
ger he thought there was of ſpoiling his Fortune by 
emaciating his Body, 


CHAP, XVIII. 


The MATRIMONIAL CHAPTER, er pick and cbuſe 
Wives Two Shillings a Piece; being a certain and 
(almoſt) infallible Method of obtaining a Lady, 
young, rich, agreeable, &c. &c. &c. at the reaſon- 
able Price of Four and Twenty Pence. 

Mie are ſorry to find that the Liberty of the 
Preſs and Matrimony have ſince that Period been 
taxed One third higher Patriots and Lo- 
vers have indeed now Reaſon to cry out (ay, and 
audibly too) O Tempora! O Mores ! 


e I hear ſome fnarling Critic cry. 
Why this is a perfect Diſſertation upon Zat- 
„irg. He had better have given it the Title of A 
* Treatiſe upon Cookery ; and if he had choſen a 
** hard foreign Name for the Title Page Author, he 
„might have ſtood a much better Chance of ſel- 
ling his Book, than in its preſent Form of a No- 
„vel This Fellow is certainly ſome half-ſtarved 
* Author, who having long loſt Sight of a real 


good Dinner, has a Mind to indulge his Imagina- 
tion 
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tion with one upon Paper This muſt be 
** the Production of ſome hungry Grub, whole 
*© predominant Paſſion, ſo ſeldom gratified, being 
to eat, he cannot get the Thoughts out of his 
„Head.“ All this, and whatever elſe the learned 
or unlearned Critic ſhall chuſe to ſay upon this Per- 
formance, the Editor chearfully ſubmits to; and 
as the DoQtor has been fo long employed in this na- 
tural Function, it is neceſſary that he as well as the 
Reader ſhould have ſome Time allowed for Digeſ- 
tion: And to this End he is now preparing his He- 
ro for a long Faſt, which he imagines will be of in- 
finite Service, if not to his Body or his Soul, at leaſt 
to his Pocket, 

T have met with the Remark ſomewhere, That 
all Comedies, as well as Novels, end with the He- 
ro's Marriage; for that neither the Poet nor the Au- 
thor, however powerful their Invention. might have 
been whilſt he remained in a State of Celibacy, are 
able to carry him through a Scene or a Chapter as 
ſoon as the nuptial Knot is tied. Now I would wil- 
Iingly break the Neck of this Remark, if I poſſibly 
could, and, by publiſhing the Banns for the firſt 
Time next Sunday, marry Dick before he were a 
Month older.—But there are two Thing neceſlary 
to be previouſly obtained : The firſt is, to meet 
with a Lady in every Reſpect ſuitable (but more parti- 
cularly in Point of Fortune) and the next, to get ber 
into the Mind, The Reaſon I have laid ſuch a 
Streſs upon the Italic Parentheſis might be obvious 
to any Reader in Dick's preſent Situation, as we do 
not believe he would have been long able to ſupport 
a Wife, without ſome auxiliary connubial Aſſiſtance 
Neo, not even if the had agreed to dine every 
Day at Young Pontac's upon a Meſs of Broth and a 
Mutton-Chop. | 


Ever 
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Ever ſince our Hero's Diſmiſſion ſrom Mr. Fillet's 
dervice, he had fixed his Mind intirely upon Ma- 
trimony; nay, even whilſt Belvidera and his hope- 
ful Muſe flattered him with ſuch theatrical Re- 
| ſources. He had dangled at Ranelagh, loitered at 
Vauxhall, counted the Trees over and over in St. 
Tames's-Park, and yet he found himſelf as far from 
marrying a Girl of Fortune as the very firſt Mo- 
ment he ſtepped out of the Stage-Coach in Mbite- 
chapel. This to be ſure was extraordinary, conſi- 
dering our Hero's Merit and perſonal Accompliſh- 
ments, yet it is nevertheleſs true, as well as the 
mortifying Conſideration, that the Doctor's black 
Coat could not poſſibly underga anather Scouring, nor 
his Perriwig another Fluxing. 

It was this laſt diſagreeable Reflexion which in- 
duced him to think it was high Time to make 
ſomething of a deſperate Puſh towards Matrimony : 
He had ſeen many Advertiſements in the public 
Papers, intimating that- a Gentleman, ſo and fo 
circumſtanced, wanted a Wife; and he was reſol- 
ved to add one to the Number of theſe matrimo- 
nial Candidates. Though it was a lucky Circum- 
ſtance for Dick that the Price of advertiſing was 
then but Two Shillings (fo that a Man might get a 
Wife a Shilling cheaper than he can now) yet con- 
ſidering that it left our Hero pennyleſs, it muſt be 
allowed that he made a deſperate Puſh towards Matri- 
mony, and may be literally ſaid to have exhauſted 
his whole Fortune to obtain a Wiſe. Notwithſtand- 
ing the Ladies were unacquainted with this Cir- 
cumſtance (which by-the-bye would have been no 
very favourable one for our Hero) and were there- 
fore intirely ignorant of the important Sacrifice he 
had made to them, and conſequently the great Ob- 
ligations he laid them under, the following Adver- 

tiſement 
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tiſement produced no leſs than ſix Letters, addreſ- 
ſed as directed, the very Day it appeared, before 
Twelve at Noon. | 


MATRIMONY. 


A Gentleman in the Prime of Life, whoſe Family 

and Vacation are unexceptionable, of the faireft 
Character and moſt unblemiſhed Reputation, who; 
Perſon, he flatters himſelf (and has indeed been flat. 
tered by all bis Acquaintance) is at leaſt agreeable, is 
defirous of uniting in an honourable Way with a La- 
dy, either Maid or Widow, under Forty Years of 
Age, of a chearful Temper, emulous of communicating 
as well as obtaining Contentment and Felicity. A; to 
Fortune, which he lots upon no farther eſſential than 
as it is necefſary to promite theſe Two deſirable Ends, 
nothing farther upon this Head is required than what 
the Lady may think reaſonable for the Support of ber 
and ber Iſſue. 

Any Lady whom this Propoſal (which is abſolutely 
ſerious) may ſuit, will, upon addreſſing a Line to A. 
X. at Coffee-houſe, be anſwered in ſuch 4 
Manner, as will convince her of the Rectitude and Up- 
rightnefs of the Adverti ſer's Intentions. 

N. B. The utmoſt Secrecy is expected, and may be 
depended upon. 


The Reader will doubtleſs imagine, as I did be- 
fore him, that Dic# had nothing to do now but to 
pick and chuſe amongſt his fair Correſpondents for 
a Help-mate for Life. 

The firſt Letter he opened was from a Widow, 
whoſe former Huſband had died of hard Drinking, 
and who had left her without Children, or any In- 


cumbrance whatever, ſave a Mortgage of Two 
thouſand 
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thouſand Pounds upon an Eſtate, whicb ſhe enjoy- 
ed for Life; but deſired, before ſhe declared her- 
ſelf in a more open Manner, that he would ac- 
quaint her by Letter of his Height and Size, as 
well as his Complexion, that ſhe might judge whe- 
ther he was addicted to that Vice to which her for- 
mer Huſband had fallen a Martyr. 

The next Epiſtle was from a Maiden Lady, who 
acknowledged ſhe was a Year or two above the 
Limits of the Age he had pointed out; but that 
ſhe had taken ſuch Care of her Conſtitution and 
Complexion, that none judged her to be above 
Thirty : That in reſpect to Temper, as well as 
Fortune, ſhe believed ſhe ſhould merit his Appro- 
bation, being of a remarkable ſweet Diſpoſition, 
and having an Annuity which was ſufficient to ſup- 
port her and what Offspring ſhe might reaſonably be 
expected to bring him. 

The third Card was from a Lady, who anſwer- 
ed his Deſcription to a Tittle, being young, hand- 
ſome, rich, good-natured, ſenſible, polite, learn- 
ed, benevolent, grateful, and in ſhort poſſeſſed 
of every Virtue and Accompliſhment that hu- 
man Nature can poſſibly be endowed with. She 
was to be directed to at the Bar of the Rye Tavern, 
Bridges-Street, Covent- garden. 

The next Anſwer was from a Lady much more 
modeſt, though not by ſome hundred Degrees ſo 
virtuous. She acknowledged ſhe had been the 
Miſtreſs of a Nobleman deceaſed, who had left 
her a very handſome Legacy, which, together 
with what ſhe had ſaved during his Life, would en- 
able her to live eaſy, in any Situation ſhe could pro- 
poſe, the Remainder of her Days. 

His fiſth Correſpondent was a Lady of a very pi» 
ous Turn, who had long looked upon the Vanities 


and 
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and vexations of this World in their true and ſinful 
Light who did not now propoſe entering into Ma- 
trimony to indulge any carnal Deſires or vicious Ap- 
petite, but purely with a ſpiritual view of uniting 
their Souls in holy Wedlock; and therefore ſettled 
it as a preliminary Condition, that if he were not 
already, he ſhould before Marriage, become a Con- 
vert to Mr. Whitfield's Doctrines, that they might 
walk together in the ſame Path of Righteouſneſs to 
the Tabernacle of Faith. 

The laſt Letter he opened was from a young La- 
dy almoſt Sixteen, who had thought of nothing 
elſe but a huſband for theſe TWO Years, being per- 
ſuaded that ſhe was, notwithſtanding her Vouth, 
every Way qualified to make a good Wife; and 
was therefore reſolved to profit of the firſt Oppor- 
tunity of going Poſt to Scotland, and uniting with 
any clever Man that would have her. The Poſt- 
ſcript intimated that ſhe was Heireſs to 10,000/, 


CHAP. 


THE PARASITE. 95 
CHAP. XIX. 


A ftrange Revolution in the Situation of Dick's-— 
Perſon. A very diſagreeable Conference between him 
and bis Landlady. The Price of a Conceit. The 
indiſpenſible Neceſſity he finds himſelf under of em- 
ploying his Time in ſomething elſe than making Love. 
Profeſſions, Hours, and Characters, all in a Lump, 
&c, &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. 
xc. 


I Think we have cut out Work enough for Dick 
now No leſs than Six Women upon his 
Hands at once, all ſoliciting him to Wed. What 
64% a ſtupid Raſcal am J (ſaid he) not to have had 
© thought of this Method before, when I had a 
“good Coat to my Back, and Money in my Poc- 
« ket | Now the Opportunity offers, I am 
* ſo unluckily ſituated, that I cannot profit of it 
1 It is impoſſible for me to appear in this 
e Dreſs with the leaſt Glimmering of Succeſs; 
* and what Rendezvous can I appoint, what Party 
“ propoſe, or what engagement enter into, with- 
e out a Sixpenny Piece in my Pocket?“ Notwith- 
ſtanding theſe diſagteeable Conſiderations, he ſet 
himſelf down, and anſwered every one of the Let- 
ters, reſolving that he would not let ſuch an Oc- 
caſion ſlip, and imagining that One amongſt the Six 
might overlook his thread-bare Coat, and Conſider 
only his Perſon and Abilities. | 
hilſt he was thus ſituated between Hope and 
Deſpair, his Landlady, who had ſome Suſpicion of 
his Probity from his Manner of Living and Ap- 
pearance, had frequently ſent the Maid up into the 
next Room, to attend his Motiens. and obſerve if 
he 


— 
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he did not make off with the Sheets, as ſhe had 
ſome time before ſuſtained ſuch a Loſs by a ſimilar 
Lodger. Having now remained a Fortnight, with- 
out once offering to make any Payment, ſave the 
Shilling Earneſt he had given (and to evade which 
he had always waited his Opportunity to flip out 
when he thought nobody was in the Way) his 
Landlady one Morning lay in Ambuſh, and meet- 
ing him upon the Stairs, aſked him, in a very ab- 
rupt Manner, for his Rent ; but Dick had a ready 
Anſwer prepared,“ That he had paid away all his 
& Money the Day before, but that ſhe ſhould cer- 
© tainly have it the next Morning.” This did not 
however ſatisfy her : She began toremonſtrate with 
him in ſaying, © That ſhe muſt pay her Rent, and 
& that ſhe could not poſſibly give him any longer 
& Credit—Beſides, Sir, (ſaid ſhe) where are your 
“ Cloaths? You have not brought your Cloaths 
yet; ſo that J have no fort of Security in Hand.” 
© Indeed (he replied with ſome Pleaſantry) you 
© are miſtaken ; I brought my Cloaths here the 
“ firſt Night, and I am much ſurprized you have 
© not ſeen them.” Why, where are they? (ſaid 
*© ſhe) there is no Trunk or Box in your Room, 
* and ] can find nothing upon the Shelves in your 
& Cloſet.” *© That may be (he replied) and yet 
„all my Cloaths are here this very Minute.“ 
© How is that poſſible ?” (ſhe aſłed) Why, Ma- 
% dam (continued he) they are all upon my 
« Back; and I cannot bring any more than [ 
& have.” 

This Conceit coſt him an immediate Diſmiſſion, 
and ſhe inſiſted upon his procuring himſelf another 
Lodging for that Night. This unexpeQted Incon- 
venience interrupted the Progreſs of his Six diffe- 
rent Suits ; and he found it neceſſary, before he 

: got 
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got even One Wife, to make certain of a Habita- 
tion, which he was now bereft of. 

The Errand of Lodging-hiring was one that was 
very far from being agreeable to him; for beſides 
the Conſideration that his Shoes were in a very ten- 
der Plight, and would ſcarce hold out a Journey 
from St. James's to St. Paul's, he was under ſome 
Apprehenſions of being dogged by his Creditors 
(who by this Time were pretty numerous) or their 
Agents, in order to diſcover the Place of his A- 
bode ; which being once known to them, he was 
almoſt certain of being ſummoned to the Court of 
Conſcience, if not of being ſerved with a Copy of 
a Writ. 

He had ſeen many Bills, but his ſhabby Appear- 
ance had every where as yet precluded him the In- 
ſpection of the Apartments, though he had knock- 
ed at every Door between Charing-Croſs and Tem- 
ple-Bar, where an Inſcription announced the Ac- 
commodation he was in Search of. As to the Verge 
of the Court, he had already experienced the ex- 
travagant Price of Lodgings there, which, added 
to the inevitable Neceſſity of changing them at the 
End of the Week in caſe of Nonpayment, divert- 
ed his Thoughts intirely from that Quarter; and 
he rather choſe to run the Riſque of a Viſit from 
a Catchpole in a Morning faſting, than engage in 
an Expence it was almoſt impoſſible for him to ſup- 
port, and which muſt inevitably precipitate him 
into ſtill greater Embarraſſments than he was now 
ſurrounded with. 

At length he knocked at one Door, which was 
opened by a Woman about Sixty, the Lines of whoſe 
Face ſtrongly indicated the Vixen, the Termagant 
An Afperity of Brow ſeemed to have fixed 
its Reign for the Reſidue of her Life, and to date 

Vor. I. F its 
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its Acceſſion from that Female Climacteric which 
convinces the Sex, in deſpite of all their Artifice in 
ſinking Years, that they are no longer juvenile, 
but that their Charms are flown, their maternal 


Powers have quitted them, and in a word, that they 
are really under the Predicament of old Women. 
After having ſhewn him the Apartment which was 


to let, and for the Hire of which ſhe aſked him 5. 


a Week, ſhe enquired what Profeſſion he was of. 


He replied a Preſbyterian. *©* Poh (ſaid ſhe) I do 


< not mean yeur Religion; but do you belong to 


& the Sea or Land?” „ I am amphibious, Ma- 
& dam,“ he anſwered. She did not underſtand 
him, and ſhe was ſatisfied. —** But, pray (conti- 
* nued ſhe) what Hours do you keep?“ * Very 
© good ones (he ſaid) if there are any.” © I hope 
& (ſaid ſhe) you are always at home by Eleven.” 
« Conſtantly, Madam,“ he anſwered (adding, in a 
lower Voice) “ in a Morning.” © But then, Sir, 


your Character.“ Here, Madam, here it is 


(producing a written Paper) and I believe nobo- 


% dy can queſtion its being a good one.” She 


could not read; fo that his portable Reputation was 


loſt upon her. | 
'Thus ſatisfied in every Particular, ſhe admitted 


him for her Lodger : And our Hero having eaſily 
packed up and conveyed his Baggage from his for- 


mer Habitation, entered upon the Premiſſes that ve- 


Ty Evening, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XX. 


The Facility of getting rid of Half a Dozen Miſ- 
treſſes. Dick's Diſguſt againſt the Sex. An Ad- 
venture in the Park, and its Conſequences, which it 
is impoſſible for the Reader, or any body elſe, to 
have expected. 


8 UCH is the uncertain State of human Af- 
fairs, that the moſt promiſing, the moſt practica- 
ble, the moſt flattering Scheme, may be fruſtrated, 
diſconcerted, circumvented, by the moſt trifling, 
the moſt foreign, the moſt unexpected Incident. 
Who, in the Name of Wonder, could have ima- 
gined that Dick's Marriage and his Six bleſſed 
Wives ſhould all be obliged to be laid afide for 
ſome time, by the Caprice, or rather Serupulouſ- 
neſs of Dic#'s former Landlady ? But though they 
were laid aſide, I would not have it imagined that 
they were intirely forgot if the Reader re- 
members, Dick was. very attentively employed in 
anſwering all his fair Correſpondents, when his 
Landlady fo unpolitely obliged him to hit bis 
Quarters, becauſe he was unable to itt bis 
Cloaths, 

We may imagine then by this time that every 
one of the [dies was convinced that Det could 
write, and that the Advertiſement which had ap- 
peared was certainly his own Production. Hut was 
this a ſufficient Recommendation for him? They 
were not deſirous of being acquainted with his li- 
terary Alilities—not one of them called them in 
queftion : It was his manly, his moral, his pious 
(that is to ſay) his pecuniary Abilities that every one 
of his fair Correſpondents (except the laſt) deſired 
to be convinced of, As to Miſs, ſhe was herſelf poſ- 
F 2 ſelled 
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ſeſſed of Money enough to get down to Scotland; 
and ſhe imagined all other wealthy Conſiderations 
were ſuperfluous, looking upon a Huſband alone as 
the Summum Bonum of all good Things. 

By this Time the Integrity and Diſintereſtedneſs 
of Dick's Correſpondents may begin to be ſuſpeQ- 
ed ; and though by their Letters they ſeemed to 
have nothing more at Heart than a happy Union 
with an agreeable Companion for Life, upon farther 
Enquiry, Dick found it neceſſary to talk about 
Rent-rolls, Settlements, .Pin-money. Theſe were 
difficult Subjects for our Neo to expatiate upon, 
eſpecially as he did not do them that Juſtice he 
could have wiſhed under his Curl-fallen Perriwis 
and thread-bare Coat. In a word, there was not One 
of his five firſt Correſpondents who, upon an In- 
terview, did not decline entering into farther En- 
.gagements with our Hero, until he could prove 
-himſelf to be a Man of ſome Property—Nay, e- 
ven the pious Lady Herſelf refuſed giving her 
Hand to walk with bim in the Path of Righteouſ- 
neſs to the Tabernacle of Faith, as he could not a- 
certain that he was poſſeſſed of more worldly than 
ſpiritual Riches. 

Thus baffled of all his Hopes, after ſo fair a Prof- 
pect, he certainly would have approved of his moſt 
juvenile Correſpondent's Propofal, notwithſtand- 
ing the many Inconveniences that attended it, it 
her Guardian had not gained ſome Intelligence of 
the Scheme that was upon the Carpet, and com- 
pleatly put it out of her Power to execute it, by 


carrying her into the Country Fifty Miles from 


Lendon, and there keeping her under the Eye of a 


very watchful Matron, whoſe Probity, though not 


invulnerable, was not to be attacked but by a Bat- 
tery of Golden Shot, which our Hero's Artillery 
was at preſent unfurniſhed with, 

Dic 
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Dic was one Day ſtrolling in the Park, about 
Dinner time, when being at length tired with walk- 
ing and ruminating upon the perfidious mercenary 
Sex, he ſeated himſelf upon a Bench. Soon after 
a middle-aged Woman genteelly dreſſed, came 
and placed herſelf by him. Our Hero was too deep 
in Thought to attempt broaching a Converſation; 
ſo that in all likelihood nothing would have paſſed 
between him and his preſent Companion, had ſhe 
not been poſſeſſed of a greater Flow of Spirits than 
he could at this Juncture command. She had eyed 
him from Top to Toe for ſome Time, not in a 
ſcornful nor yet an amorous Manner ; there was 
neither Love nor Deriſion to be diſcerned in her 
Looks, but that Sort of Attention which is viſible 
in a Jockey when he examines a Horſe that is en- 
tered for a Race or put up to Sale. The Weather, 
as uſual, was the preliminary Diſcourſe ; which 
was preſently changed to ſuch Queſtions as Dick at 
firſt thought very inquiſitive, if not impertinent. 
Having, however, ſatisfied her Curioſity with re- 
ſpect to his Country, his Age, and his Profeſſion, 
he was not at all diſpleaſed with the Invitation ſhe 
gave him to go and eat a Bit of Mutton with her. 
He was conducted to a decent ſmall Houſe in the 
new Buildings, which was neatly not oſtentatiouſ- 
ly furniſhed, and found ſuch a Repaſt preciſely as 
he was invited to. Dick was all this while a good 
deal aſtoniſhed to meet with ſo much Hoſpitality, 
from a Sex whom he with ſuch ſtrict Juſtice had 
been condemning for their mercenary ſelf-intereſt- 
ed Views. At firſt he imagined that his preſent 
Hoſteſs might be employed by ſome one of his late 
Correſpondents, who having repented of her Seve- 
rity, was defirous of renewing their Acquaintance, 
and accompliſhing her Propoſal ; but from the Te- 
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nor of her ſubſequent Diſcourſe, he was compelled 


to alter his Opinion. Ere now he had ſufficiently 
recruited his Spirits to let her into his preſent ne- 
ceſſitous Condition, which he imagined he had no 
Occaſion to hide from her, as ſhe had already made 
him many Offers of Friendſhip, and in particular 
deſired him to favour her with his Company every 
Day at Three o'Clock. 

It was not till Dick had paid his fourth or fifth 
Viſit that he gained a Solution to this ænigmatical 
Politeneſs. In the mean while he was highly ſur- 
prized at finding one Evening, upon his Return 
home, a genteel Suit of Cloaths in his Room. He 
readily concluded that they had been left there 
through Miſtake, and inſtantly called up his Land- 
lady to know by what Accident thoſe Cloaths were 
in his Apartment. She informed him that a Tay- 
lor had enquired for him, and left them, ſaying 
he had brought home Mr. Swallow's Cloaths, 
Dick was ſtill of Opinion that there muſt be a Miſ- 
take in this Aﬀair, and that ſome other Perſon of 


his Name was the real Proprietor. In this Opinion 


he ſent all about the Neighbourhood to enquire if 
there were any Nameſake of his to be found ; but 
all his Enquiries were ineffectual. At length pre- 
vailing upon himſelf to try them on, he found them 
fit very well; and in the Waiſtcoat Pocket he met 
with the Taylor's Bill and Receipt, with his own 
Chriſtian and Surnames. Finding himſelf thus in- 
titled to the Cloaths, he thought he might, with- 
out any further Scruple, wear them ; which he ac- 
cordingly did, and waited upon his new Female 
Acquaintance as uſual to Dinner. She compliment- 
ed him upon his genteel Appearance in ſuch a 
Manner as gave him Reaſon to apprehend he had 


diſcovered the Banker who had fo readily acquit- 


ted his Bill; and he failed not to ſignify to her 
that 
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that he was conſcious he had more Obligations to 
her than ſhe would allow him to acknowledge. 
She ſtill perſiſted in her Ignorance of what he 
meant; and he could not obtain from her an open 
Acknowledgment of the Favour ſhe had conferred. 

All theſe Kindneſſes from almoſt a Stranger muſt 
certainly have ſome Meaning, the Reader will neceſ- 
farily ſay. Dick and the Editor both ſaid fo before 
him, and yet they could not diſcover what ſhe 
would be at. See declared ſhe would marry no 
Man breathing (for our Hero had felt her Pulſe up- 
on that Score) and as to any Correſpondence of an 
amorous Nature, which Dic# thought might be 
her Deſign, he found, upon the moſt diſtant At- 
tack, the ſevereſt Repulſe : She rather behaved like 
a Mother than a Miſtreſs; her Beneficence ſeemed 
to flow from the Source of Friendſhip, not of Love. 
0 why this caſual Adoption? why this ſudden 

nion? 
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C HAP. XXI. 


An unexpected Tranſition in Dick's Affairs. The 
Severities of the Faculty upon him His acquired 
Effrontery in with/tanding them. An uncommon 


Charatter ſet in a true Light. 


A Queſtion was aſked in the laſt Chapter, and 
it ſhall be anſwered in this. Dzck, it is true, 
had got a new Suit of Cloaths, and the Run of a 
good Fable—But his Fortune was not made yet, 
though his Benefactreſs often told him this was her 
Deſign. While they were at Tea tete d tete one 
Day, a Sedan Chair ſtopped at the Door, and a 
Female Viſiter appeared, whoſe Age and Infirmi- 
ties intitled her, without Affectation, to a Cane. 
She was introduced to Dick under the Title of La- 
dy D Our Hero was ſomewhat confuſed 
to find himſelf in ſuch good Company—His Over- 
eagerneſs to diveſt himſelf of the Plebeian, would 
have made him appear uncommonly ridiculous in 
any Company except the preſent, where the Ru- 
ſticity of his Manners was his greateſt Recommen- 
dation; and the native Baſhfulneſs of Denbighſhire, 
which frequently overſpread his Cheeks with Bluſh- 
es, communicated more agreeable Expreſſion than 
the moſt well-timed Repartee uttered with all the 
Effrontery of Politeneſs. | 
After a Variety of Topics, ſuch as the News of 
the Day, Plays, Players, Operas, Hurricanes, Balls, 
and Routs; Love, Friendſhip, and Happineſs of 
courſe came upon the Carpet; in which Lady 
D made no ſmall Figure as an Oratreſs, and 
roved to a Demonſtration (at leaſt ſo far as not to 
be contradicted by either of her Auditors) that 


Riches, Rank, and Magnificence were all 'empty 
| Bawbles, 
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Ba wbles, no way conducive to Contentment, as 
true Felicity could only be founded on Love 
and Friendſhip. This ſhe accompanied with a Sigh, 
and a very expreſſive Look towards Dic#; who ob- 
ſerved, with all due Deference to her Lady ſhip's 
Opinion, that he ſhould think himſelf the happieſt 
Man breathing, if he were poſſeſſed of only One 
hundred a Year clear of all Deductions. “ Indeed! 
« (reſumed her Ladyſhip) then methinks you 
« might be very eaſily made happy.“ 

This Converſation with Lady D — failed not 
to create a Variety of ConjeQtures in our Hero's 
Mind ; and he doubted very much whether this was 
a caſual or an intended Rencounter between him 
and her Ladyſhip, more eſpecially as his Benefac- 
treſs put ſeveral Queſtions to him after her De- 
parture, which clearly appeared to him intended 
to diſcover his Sentiments towards her Ladyſhip, 

Though Dick was ſomewhat diſconcerted at be- 
ing thus unexpectedly ſurprized, for the firſt time, 
into the Company of a Lady of Quality, yet he 
was not ſo far off his Guard as not to perceive 
that his Intereſt was very immediately connected 
with the favourable Opinion he entertained of Lady 
D-—— : So that all his Anſwers united to commu- 
nicate his Penetration of the utmoſt Regard towards 
her. Theſe Sentiments were doubtleſs tranſmitted 
to her Ladyſhip very early; and in a few Days ſhe 
found herſelf ſo ill, as to require the Doctor's At- 
tendance and Advice. 

This Mandate renewed in our Hero all the flat- 
tering ExpeQations he had pictured to himſelf up- 
on his firſt Arrival in this Metropolis ; and though 
he was not quite ſo ſanguine at preſent as to think 
of „ keeping his Vehicle, and driving into the 
** Porte-cochere of every diſpoſed or indiſpoſed 
Dowager of Rank,” yet he fancied he was now- 

4 arrived. 
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arrived at that wiſhed-for Period when all his A- 
bilities would be called in queſtion, and when he 
might look upon his Elopement from I/rexham as 
the moſt lucky Event that ever happened to him, 

When the Doctor had felt her Ladyſhip's Pulſe, 
and given her ſuch a Preſcription as he thought 
would be the moſt agreeable to her, he failed not to 
receive his Fee; and his Remedies ſeemed ſo well 
ſuited to her Conſtitution, and ſo completely reſtor- 
ed her Health, that ſhe thought proper to appoint 
him her Phyſician in Ordinary, with a Salary that 
ſurpaſſed his molt flattering ExpeQations. 

It was now that Dich really moved in a State of 
eaſy Affluence; and as his natural Ambition promp- 
ted him to make an elegant Appearance, the Dz:- 
ter, in this Reſpect, ſurpaſſed the greateft Part ot 
the Faculty; who, on their Part, tailed not to at- 
tack our Hero's Reputation, and not only as a Phy- 
ſician, but as a Man, It was ſoon promulgated that 
all his Pretenſions to Phyſic had no other Found 1+ 
tion than his having acted in the Capacity of a 
Journeyman Apothecary.— Ulis late ſhabby Ap- 
pearance was contraſted to his preſent Magniti— 
cence; and from theſe Premites they drew Con- 
eluſions that were no way favourable to his Charac- 
ter: For they did not content themſelves with ſug— 
geſting that the ſalutary Advice he gave to Lady 
D——was the Source of his AHuence, but they 
even inſinuated a Criminality of Conduct of a more 
unnatural Caſt. | 
Theſe ſcandalous Aſperſions no-way affeted Dick 
He lived luxuriouſly, dreſſed well, and was in no 
Apprehenſions of either Bailiſfs or their Followers; 
and he in Turn laughed at the World, and defpitcd 
Mankind. If they ſneered at the Smyrna, tittered at 
Batſar's, or laughed outright at the Bedford, he 
was now arrived at that happy State of Aſſurance, 
which 
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which Wealth is ſo apt to confer, as to remain cal- 
lous to Ridicule, and inſenſible to Raillery, Dick 
picked his Teeth with Unconcern at the Glaſs, 
whilſt all Eyes were upon him, and the ſole Conver- 
ſation taken up with his Practice and Appearance. 

If it may appear extraordinary that Dick, whoſe 
Baſhfulneſs was ſo completely manifeſted a ſhort 
time ſince, even in the Confpany of Females, 
ſhould ſo ſuddenly have obtained that conſum- 
mate Quantum of Aſſurance to ſtand the Brunt 
of a Conclave of profeſſed Sneerers; let the 
Reader in the firſt place conſider his preſent 
Connexions, his Dreſs and Appearance, and, not 
to mention the Plenitude of his Purſe, only that of 
his Stomach, and the Goodneſs of the Wine, which 
he conſtantly invited to the Aid of his Effrontery; 
let him alſo remember, that though he has not read 
above fifty Lines ſince Dict's Cheeks were covered 
with Bluſhes, perhaps (by a certain chronological 
Licenſe which Editors enjoy) it may be at leaſt as 
many Weeks ſince Dr. Richard Swallow had the 
Honour of being firſt introduced to Lady D —— 
at Mrs, W——rs, 

If the Reader ſhould ſtill imagine that the Queſ- 
tion which was aſked in the lait Chapter is not yet 
anſwered, I muſt acquaint him, that Mrs. — r 
was neither more nor leſs than a profeſſed Procureſs 
for Ladies of Faſhion, who being either in want of 
Huſbands, or ſuch at leaſt as gratified their Paſſions, 
found her very uſeful in aſſiſting them in the Way 
they required: That ſhe had the Art of inſinuating 
herſelf into the Huſbands Favour in ſuch a Man- 
ner, that ſo far from ſuſpecting her Profeſſion, they 
looked upon themſelves as infinitely obliged to her 
for the kind Advice and Aſſiſtance ſhe adminiſtered 
to their Wives, Mrs. — r was poſſeſſed of 
that valuable Secret of preventing Impotency in Men 
and Barrenneſi in Nomen; and has been fo amaz- 

ingly 
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ingly ſucceſsful in her Cures, that ſhe has ſcarce 
ever had a Patient under her Hands who did not 
obtain ſpeedy Relief, To her Skill and powerful 
Aſſiſtance many honourable Heirs are indebted for 
their Exiſtence, to the great Joy of their illuſtrious. 
Fathers and Families. It were needleſs to add that 
by theſe Means Mrs. /——r had amaſſed a very 
genteel Competence, together with the Friendſhip. 
and Acknowledgments of the Huſbands of many. 
Ladies of a cold Conſtitution, 

This Illuſtration of Mrs, J/——r's Character. 
will certainly ſerve for a ſufficient Clue to her Kind- 
neſs and Benevolence towards our Hero; and though 
he had for a long time conſidered her as one of the 
moſt generous, difintereſted Women breathing, he 
had ere now diſcovered no ſmall TinQure of per- 
ſonal Regard in her Compoſition: For he had 
learned, from a Quarter whoſe Intelligence could 
not be diſputed, that ſhe had received no leſs than 
a Bank Note of a Hundred Pounds for the good. 
Offices ſhe had employed towards Lady D—=.. 
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C HAP. XXII. 


An Obſervation verified. Accidentally meets with 


Mrs. Fillet, in a very unexpected Situation. Her 
Adventures from the Time of Dick's Departure 
from ber Huſband. A modern Character or twa 


illuſtrated. 


HAVE ſeen it remarked ſomewhere, that there 

never was a kept Woman without being a Keep- 
er, or a Stallion without being a Whoremaſter. 
Dick verified the Obſervation; for he in Return 
ated with as much Generoſity towards the Sex as 
he found they exerciſed towards him. Indeed it 
cannot be imagined that Dick, who was not above 
Five-and-twenty, naturally of a robuſt Conſtitu- 
tion, and now pampered with luxuriant Living, 
could confine his Inclinations or his Embraces to a 
vegetating Mummy, whoſe Deſires were as nau- 
ſeating as they were inſatiable. No, Dick really 
entertained a Lady with ſome Pomp and Magni- 
ficence. 

Dick, whoſe Friends were now pretty numerous, 
being at Supper one Night at the Shake/pear, after the 
Glaſs had briſkly circulated, it was agreed that the 
Merriment of the Converſation ſhould be enlivened 
by the Aſſiſtance of Female Vivacity; and Meſſen- 
gers were preſently diſpatched, who ſoon convened 
Four Ladies, who were regularly introduced. What 
was Dick's Surprize at ſeeing the laſt who entered, 
when he found in her the Features, Voice, and 
Comportment of Mrs. Fillet /—but diveſted of that 
modeſt Look and engaging Air which formerly had 
ſo much captivated him. He took the firſt Op- 
portunity of calling her aſide, to convince himſelf 
whether or no he was miſtaken, His Dreſs and 
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Appearance had as much diſguiſed Dick to her, as 
her libidinous Air and Geſtures had disfigured her 
to him. Their Doubts were however ſoon remoy- 
ed, and they found they had ſufficient Grounds to 
clain a prior Acquaintance ; which induced them 
early to retire, with very little Ceremony, to a 
neighbouring Bagnio, where they paſſed the Re- 
mainder of the Night. 
After our Hero had ſufficiently gratified one Pal. 
ſion, that of Curioſity came into Play; and at his 
Requeſt ſhe gave him the following Detail of her 
Adventures ſince Mr. Fillet had made the fatal DiC. 
covery which diſmiſſed him from his Service, and 
her from his Bed. 
Lou muſt be ſenſible (ſaid ſhe) that J did not 

& long remain under the ſame Roof with Mr. 7 
6 Jet, My Reſidence with him was of no later 
& Date than the Time neceſſary to obtain a Di- 
& yorce in the Commons; for he ſaid he did not 
& think it was worth his While to be at the Ex- 
« pence of an Act of Parliament to be ſeparated 
« from a Woman of ſuch abandoned Principles, 
“ eſpecially as he could never think of uniting again 
« with that profligate Sex. I took a Lodging in a 
« Part of the Town where I was unknown, an! 
& was endeavouring to get Employment for my 
© Needle, as, upon repeated Applications to my 
& Father, I found his Avarice had precluded me, 
„ more than the falſe Step I had been guilty of, 
& from the ExpeQation of any Relief from that 
«& Quarter. All my Applications for Employment 
« were however fruitleſs; and finding what little 
« Money I had been poſſeſſed of nearly exhauſted, 
J was not over-ſcrupulous in accepting of an Ot- 
ce fer which was made me by a Gentleman, of 
e living with him and going by his Name, In 


« this Situation I was tolerable eaſy, till ſuch time 
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« gs he was obliged to go Abroad, when I ſoon 
« found myſelf again unprovided for Support. 
« However, Mrs. G——y, with whom I had made 
« an Acquaintance during my Connexion with 
« Captain L-—, having frequently purchaſed 
« Lace of her, ſoon put me in a Way of getting 
„% Money pretty faſt. She told me ſbe bad a Set of 
« Gentlemen of the firſt Faſhion who frequented her 
© Houſe ; and that as I bad never been in Company, 
ö might command my own Price from them. In 
& this ſhe did not deceive me; but at the End of 
« Six Months, | found I had made no great Acqui- 
&« ſition by my Induſtry, fave Laces, Gewgaws, and 
© q big Belly. She took this Opportunity of telling me 
© jt would be prudent of me to make ſome Pre- 
« parations for my Lying-in; and adviſed me to 
„take a gentec] Houſe in the polite Part of the 
„% Town, as I might have Credit for Houſhold Fur- 
e niture, or whatever elſe | might want, upon her 
„Recommendation. JI was eafily prevailed upon 
© to follow the Advice of a Woman of her [Expe- 
« rience, and accordingly hired achouſe in Green®- 
„Street, Groſvenor-Square, which was furniſhed by. 
% an Upnolitzrer whom the recommended, to the 
* Amount of Six hundred Pounds. This Sum, 
great as it was, did not terrify me, as I was 10 
« diſcharge it at Ten Pounds a Week, which [ 
« found no great Difficulty to perform for the fi; it 
„% Two Months; fo extenſive a Dominion had ! 
then obtained over the Men, and fo inconteſtable 
was the Price I fixed upon my Kindneſs. But 
at the End! of this Period, I naturally arrived at 
the critical Time that rendered me unable to en- 
tertain my Enamoratos, and conſequently their 
Preſents diſcontinued with my Favours. It was 
now that I found myſelf preſſed on every Side 
for Money, but particularly rom my Upholſter- 
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er, whom I could not prevail upon to allow me 
Time to recover my Health, when I ſhould 
certainly have been as capable as ever of per. 
forming my Engagement. Ina word, he com- 
pelled me to make over to him a Bill of Sale 
of all my Goods; when he diſpoſed of them by 
Auction, to ſome of his own appointed Pur- 
chaſers, for about One hundred Pounds; fo that 
I was compelled to give him a Bond for the Re- 
mainder of the Money, which, notwithſtanding 
the Payments I had made of Eighty Pounds, 
ſtill continued to be Four hundred and Twenty 
Pounds. This Step taken by my Uphol- 
ſterer alarmed the Reſt of my Creditors: [ 
found myſelf environed on every Side by daily 
Demands for Money, which ſoon produced 
Writs and Confinement. I had no ſooner got 
Bail for one Debt than I was diſtreſſed for anv- 
ther; I preſently found I had exhauſted all my 


“Friends, and that it was in vain any longer to 
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think of eſcaping a Gaol. After being confined 
ſome Days in Newgate, as the County Gaol, 
I was moved by Habeas Corpus to the Fleet, 
where I remained ſeveral Months, till at length 
I was releaſed by the late Act of Grace. Since 
that Time Mrs. G——y and J having had a 
complete Rupture, by Reaſon of ſome Diſcove- 
ries I had made concerning the Intrigues between 
her and the Upholſterer, I have been obliged. 
to take my Chance in the common Courſe of 


Proſtitution,” 
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